St. Thomas More Church

Brooklyn, OH 44144

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 - VIGIL
4:30PM - People of the Parish
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 - FIRST SUNDAY OF
LENT
8:00AM - Priest’s Intention
10:00AM - José DeLeon
12:00PM - Priest’s Intention
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - THE CHAIR OF ST.
PETER
7:00AM - Andrew Miller
8:15AM - Communion Service
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - ST. POLYCARP
7:00AM - Communion Service
8:15AM - Joe Tlacil
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 - LENTEN
WEEKDAY
7:00AM - Lillian Joyce
8:15AM - Communion Service
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 - LENTEN
WEEKDAY
7:00AM - Communion Service
8:15AM - Jonathon Moner
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 - LENTEN WEEKDAY
7:00AM - Communion Service
8:15AM - Joseph S. Buszko (Student Liturgy)
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27 - LENTEN
WEEKDAY
8:15AM - January & February Birthdays
4:30PM - Priest’s Intention
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 - SECOND SUNDAY
OF LENT
8:00AM - People of the Parish
10:00AM - Nancy Sottosanti
12:00PM - Priest’s Intention

FINANCIAL
Collection for February 13th.................. $8,584.46
Thank you, and God bless you for your generosity.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON: Paul Hilts—216-749-0414
SECRETARY: Kristina Hovan—216-749-0414
PPC meets on the second Monday of each month.
Suggested agenda items must be in writing to the rectory by
the 4th Monday of the previous month. All parishioners are
most welcome to attend the council meetings as observers.
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DEVOTIONS:

e Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena- Tuesdays

following the 8:15 AM Mass
e Rosary - Preceding 8:15 AM daily Mass

BAPTISMS: Sunday: 1:30 PM or during any weekend
liturgy. Prior to baptism of their first child, parents are required
to attend a Pre-Baptism class. Please call the rectory at 749-
0414 to schedule an interview.

MARRIAGES: Should be arranged with a priest by calling
the rectory 6 months prior to the wedding date. Individual
conferences plus attendance at a pre-marriage program are
required for proper preparation.

FUNERALS: Arrangements must be made at the Rectory
before any publication in the newspaper.

REGISTRATION: Persons who live within parish boundaries
should be properly registered. This includes all students in
high school and college. Register with the priest after Mass. If
you move out of the parish, please notify the rectory office.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION (RCIA): Offered for
those interested in the Catholic faith. These sessions begin in
September and continue through May. For specific
information, please contact the rectory office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - PSR CLLASSES:

Grades 1-6: Tuesday: 6:45-8:00 PM

Grades 7-8: Sundays: 9:00 AM-12:00 PM

Youth Ministry (Grades 9—12): See bulletin for activities.
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION CALLS: If anyone in your
family is sick or homebound, please contact the Rectory at 216-
749-0414 or the rectory office to arrange a visit. The Eucharist
is brought to them on Sunday and/or First Friday.
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RECTORY HOURS
Sunday 9am-1:30pm
Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm
Friday 9am-7:30pm
Saturday 9am-5:30pm
BULLETIN DEADLINE: MONDAY AT 12:00 PM

NEWLY BAPTIZED
Congratulations and welcome to Celeste Luna Ann
Knaak and Noah Jude Wallace. God bless you!

SEMINARIAN OF THE MONTH

Please keep our seminarian of the month is Michael
Horvath, and all seminarians, in your prayers as we
continue to pray for vocations. If you would like to
send him a card to let him know that he is in your
thoughts and prayers, address it to his attention at
28700 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe OH 44092-2585.

Readings for the Week of February 21, 2010

Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48

Next Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17---4:1

or 3:20---4:1/Lk 9:28b-36
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First Sunday of Lent February 21, 2010

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers Stephanie Safarz,
Stella Hodous, and Eleanor Beyerle. God grant them
eternal rest.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

Well another Mardi Gras has come and gone. It
was a truly enjoyable evening. The food was great,
the conversation was great, and there was fun and
games for everyone. There are so many people to
thank for their efforts and hard work that [ am afraid I HOLY HOUR o ) )
might leave someone out, so I will just make a gen- Due to the Epchans‘uc Adoration on Fridays from 2-
eral thank you to everyone. Mardi Gras would not 7pm, there will be no Holy Hour during Lent.

have been as successful without all the hard work,
dedication and endless efforts of so many people. PARISH PRAYER FOR PEACE

Again, | cannot say it enough, “Thank you!” The Please pray for our troops, our country, and world
final tally for the weekend’s profits is not figured out peace. “For where two or more come together in my
just yet (a few bills to pay yet), but when we get the name, I am there with them” (Matthew 18:20). All are
final total I will let you know. welcome to gather in the Marian Chapel to pray the
We are truly blessed here at St. Thomas More. I rosary for peace on Tuesday, February 23rd at 7pm.

know that I say this a lot but I really do mean it.
Watching our staff this weekend made me realize just SCHOOL REGISTRATION AND OPEN HOUSE

how lucky we really are to have such a great group of If you are interested in enrolling your child(ren) at St.
people I am privileged to call staff. We truly do have Thomas More School (Grades PreK-8), would like a
a wonderful staff which is always willing to go that tour of the school or for more information, please con-
extra mile for the good of our parish and the love of tact Jennifer Francis at 216-749-1660 x224. Registra-
God. They want the best for the people of God and tion for new and returning families is now taking
are ready to use their gifts and talents to ensure that place. This also includes our Full and Part Time Pre-
everyone has the opportunity to grow in their spiritu- school Programs.

ality. Life may have its difficulties but it is always
easier to overcome these obstacles when you have PRO-LIFE ROSARY
good people to go through them with, especially On Thursday, February 25th at 7pm, we will gather in

when you have a staff like ours. If you see a staff the Marian Chapel to pray the prayer of our Blessed

member today why not show your appreciation for Mother, in honor of her as our Patroness of the Un-

them by thanking them for their dedication to our wanted, especially the unwanted children of abortion.

parish. All parishioners and friends are welcome to pray for
As you begin this Lent, remember it is not always America and a better sense of values.

what you give up, but how you can become a better
person. Try giving something up that you really love STM SENIORS

and substituting it with a good deed. For example, Our meetings are the second and fourth Thursdays of
give up sweets and replace it with saying something the month. Our next meeting will be on February 25th
nice to a person you struggle with or visiting some- in Utopia Hall from 11am-3pm. All who are 55 and
one in the hospital or nursing home. Try giving up older are welcome to attend. Coffee and donuts will
cigarettes and replacing them with some extra time in be served. We will play cards, Bingo, and Bunco.
prayer.
This Lent there will be many opportunities to go STM WOMEN'S GUI LD
the extra mile here at Church. Please keep your eyes The St. Thomas More Women’s Guild will have a

on the bulletin for upcoming Lenten events.

Board meeting on Tuesday, February 23rd at 1pm.
Peace and Goodness,

Fr. Bill A TIME FOR CHANGE- BULLETIN CONTEST
Sharpen your pencils and put on your thinking caps.
MEMORIAL CANDLES We are looking to redesign our cover for the Church
Additional white inserts for the Memorial candles are bulletin. Flyers will be posted soon with all of the re-
available from the Rectory for $2 each. Please stop in quirements. Look over the current cover and see what
during our normal business hours to make your pur- changes you think need to be made. Any questions,

chases. please call Peggy at 216-402-2773.



St. Thomas More Church

Brooklyn, OH 44144

LENTEN REMINDERS

Good Friday, April 2 is a day of abstinence from meat
(for those who have reached their fourteenth birthday)
and also a day of fast. The day of fast is limited to
one full meal and two small meals (for those between
the ages of 18 and 59). All Fridays of the season of
Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Fast and absti-
nence on the days prescribed should be considered a
minimum response to the Lord's call to penance and
conversion. Prayer opportunities include the Stations
of the Cross on Fridays at 7pm and Evening Mass on
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. An almsgiving opportunity is to
participate in Operation Rice Bowl (boxes are avail-
able in the vestibules). Confession opportunities in-
clude Saturdays from 3:00 to 4:00PM, all Monday
mornings following the 7:00AM Mass during Lent,
and all Sundays during Lent following the 8:00AM
and 10:00AM Masses. Our Cluster Communal Pen-
ance Service will be announced. Eucharistic Devo-
tion will be held on Fridays from 2-7pm.

LENTEN CONCERT

Come experience a time of prayer and reflection
through song this Lent with internationally renowned
Catholic singer/songwriter Jim Cowan from 3-4:30pm
Sunday, March 21st in the Church. A freewill offer-
ing will be taken. For more information, call Paul
Hilts at 216-661-9591.

PRIVACY LAWS- HIPAA

Due to the federal privacy laws, hospitals and nursing
homes do not contact churches when a member of
their congregation enters their facility. It is up to the
family to notify their church when their loved one is
admitted into a facility. Our pastoral staff visit parish-
ioners when we know where they are residing. The
privacy laws, likewise, forbid discussing a person’s
health problems with non-family members. Again, the
patient or family may share whatever they want to
whomever they wish. The saying goes, “zippa your
lippa because of HIPAA.”

RICE BOWL

We will once again be participating in Operation Rice
Bowl, a program of prayer, fasting, learning and giv-
ing that benefits those facing hunger and poverty.
Please be sure to take home a Rice Bowl packet and
follow this simple yet powerful Lenten practice. Rice
Bowls can be found at all doors of the Church and will
be collected at the end of Lent. Visit www.orb.crs.org
for more information.

Cluster Corner

CORPUS CHRISTI

Memorabilia- The parish is collecting memorabilia to
be displayed in the back of the church until April 18"
If you have any pictures, mementos, T-shirts, bulle-
tins, etc, please contact Rose 216-351-6073.

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

Parish Bingo- Bingo is located in the Parish Center
every Friday at 7pm. Doors open at 5:30pm (Early
Bird). Food and snacks available.

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO

Ireland- Fr. Carlin is leading a trip to Ireland from
June 24th through July 5th. Please call 440-884-3030
for more information or to sign up.

ST. LEO THE GREAT

Senior Trip- On February 22nd, St. Leo’s will be
traveling to Wheeling Isle. The group will meet at
7:30am. The cost is $25 but you get back $30. Please
call Joanne at 440-526-3505 for more information.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS: SOS WEEKEND

During the month of February, STM is collecting new
or gently used suits and other items appropriate for job
interviews. February 25-28th is this year’s Dress for
Success Send One Suit event. Every year, Dress for
Success issues an S.0O.S. to all women nationwide:
Donate one new or nearly-new business suit to help
another woman enter the workforce! Founded in New
York City in 1997, Dress for Success is an interna-
tional not-for-profit organization offering service de-
signed to help female clients find jobs and remain em-
ployed. Items that have been worn must be clean. A
donation box will be at the main doors of the Church
until February 28th. Visit www.dressforsuccess.org or
leave a message at the Rectory.

JOB SEARCH SUPPORT GROUP

Are you searching for a job and getting frustrated?
Would you like to meet other people who are also job
hunting in order to share ideas? St. Thomas More is
interested in starting a job support group in order to
help people find job leads, learn more about proper job
hunting techniques and provide an opportunity for net-
working. The free group would meet once a month
and will be lead by someone who is also frustrated
with the job search and the lack of opportunities. If
you are interested in this group, please contact the
Rectory at 216-749-0414 and someone will contact
you back with more information.




First Sunday of Lent

February 21, 2010

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED AT VIGIL

This Sunday, February 21st, sixteen individuals will
take part in a centuries-old tradition at the Cathedral of
St. John the Baptist called the Rite of Election. This
rite is part of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults) process. During this rite, they are officially
welcomed by the Catholic Church to receive the sacra-
ments of initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirma-
tion). At the Easter Vigil, these individuals will enter
into full Communion with the Catholic Church.
Please welcome them in faith Jason Kundrat, Betty
Gordon, Paul Wordell, Jennifer Parrott, Devin Ar-
tis, James Gravely, Brandon Thompson, Arianna
Harper, Antonio Vega, Raymond Diaz, Samantha
Deighton, Marissa Quinones, Alexandra Lehman,
Jasmine Stansell, Jacob Todd, and Kenneth Lor-
ring.

TEARS OF HOPE: BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
The STM “Tears of Hope” Support Group will meet
on the fourth Sunday of each month at 2pm. Our first
meeting will be on Sunday, February 28th at 2pm in
the Rectory. Our support group will offer a safe place
for people to mourn the loss of a loved one. We pro-
vide personal and spiritual understanding to help one
cope and to provide information and referrals for any
additional support services that they may need. Our
beginning topic will be “Telling Our Story.” Please
come and share and /or listen as together we strive to
help one another on our Faith Journey. If interested,
please call the Rectory.

PLANNING A FUNERAL MASS WORKSHOP
STM will be holding a workshop on planning a fu-
neral Mass on Sunday, March 14th at 1:30PM. Fr.
Bill will explain the rite of the funeral liturgy, symbol-
ism that takes place and types of readings and music
that are appropriate. There will be time to look at
readings, pick out music and fill out the liturgy plan-
ning sheet. The Bereavement team will be available to
answer any questions you might have. If you are curi-
ous about funeral procedures or would like to plan
your funeral liturgy, please join us.

RECYCLING UPDATE

Thanks to all who helped out by recycling all the cata-
logs received in the mail during the Holiday Season.
STM School received a check for $241.00. This is
twice the amount we would regularly receive in a
month. Thanks for the support and for recycling- what
a great lesson we were able to teach to our students!

JH MUSICAL

Parishioners in grades 6-8th are invited to try out for
our annual Spring Musical, Godspell, Jr. (May 21st-
23rd). A musical workshop will be held on Sunday,
February 28th from 5-8pm in the school cafeteria.
This workshop will help potential actors and actresses
prepare for auditions (March Ist-2nd). For more in-
formation, or to sign up for the workshop, please con-
tact Susan Sidley (the director) at 216-661-4736. Re-
hearsals begin the week of March 8th and continue
through the performance dates in May.

HSYM BOARD GAME NIGHT

This Sunday, February 21st, high school students are
invited to Board Game Night from 7-9pm in Utopia
Hall. This event is free and open to all high school
students. Don’t forget to bring your favorite board
game (although not required). This Sunday is also the
deadline for the special early pricing for the upcoming
overnight retreat. Details at www.stmparish.net/ym.

HSYM OVERNIGHT RETREAT

The annual HSYM Overnight Retreat, Time Out XX:
Hanging By a Moment will be held on March 6th &
7th at the St. Leonard Youth Retreat Center in Avon.
This retreat is open to ANY high school student. The
cost of the weekend is $20 if you sign up before Feb-
ruary 21st. A permission slip and more information
can be downloaded from the Youth Ministry website
(www.stmparish.net/ym) or picked up at the parish
Rectory. Please keep the entire youth ministry team in
your prayers as they prepare for their annual retreat.

HSYM BASKETBALL & EVENING PRAYER
The HSYM will hold an evening of Basketball and
Evening Prayer on Sunday, February 28th from 7-9pm
in the parish gym. This event is free and open to any
high school student. This is a great time to hand in
your permission slip for Time Out XX.

YOUTH MINISTRY- CAVS TICKETS

St. Thomas More Youth Ministry has a block of tick-
ets reserved for Tuesday, April 6th as the Cavs take on
the Raptors at the Q. Tickets are $22 and any parish-
ioner is welcome to purchase tickets by February 26th.
Members of the JHYG and HSYM who purchase tick-
ets will be eligible to go on the floor to high-five the
Cavs before warm ups. More details and order forms
are available on the youth ministry website
(www.stmparish.net/ym) or by contacting Jeff Stutz-
man.
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Men and Women from St. Thomas More
and those from our Cluster Parishes
are encouraged to attend.
A free lunch will be included, therefore
we ask that you pre-register by February aHe
Our guest speaker will be Fr. John Libens, SJ.

Please Call:
Aurora (216) 351-2322 or
Jean (216) 741-5991

The day will conclude with- Mass at 1pwy




