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We, the faith community of St. Thomas More, a
Roman Catholic Church in Brooklyn, Ohio, are
centered in the celebration of the Eucharist. By
following the actions and teachings of Jesus Christ
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we strive to
build God’s kingdom. We seek to:

* Celebrate God’s presence in the Eucharist, His work and

the community.

* Pass on our faith and tradition.

* Strengthen, love and support all of God’s people.
* Nurture our gifts and share them with others.

* Invite and welcome all who are in need of God.

Parish Staff
Father Michael J. Feldtz

Administrator

Father James J. Vesely
Pastor Emeritus

Deacon Don Brandt
Deacon

Deacon Charles Zawadzki
Deacon

Lisa Carson
Parish Secretary

Alex Ulle

Music Director

Frank Budziak
Pastoral Associate

Terri Sozio
Religious Education

Jeff Stutzman
Youth Minister

Melissa Wensing
Business Manager

Mass Times

Weekend
Saturday - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday -9 & 11 a.m.

Weekdays

Monday, Wednesday,

Friday & Saturday - 8:15 a.m.
Tuesday - 6:45 p.m.

No Mass on Thursday

Holidays - To Be Announced

Holy Days

Eve of Holy Days - 6 p.m.
Holy Days - 8:15 a.m.,
11:15am. & 7 p.m.

Confessions
Saturday - 3 - 4 p.m.

Rectory Hours
Monday-Friday
9am.-4p.m.

St. Thomas More School

Grades Pre-K - 8
P: 216.749.1660

Jennifer Francis - Principal
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| Mass Intentions™ 7

FOR THE WEEK ¢S

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 —
VIGIL
*4:30PM - Richard Hovan
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 —
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00AM - Dominic Scafaria
*11:00AM - People of the Parish
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 -
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
8:15AM - Women’s Guild
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 -
ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:15AM - Rogelio Morales
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 —
ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:15AM - Mary & Frank Santore
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 —
LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY
gPrivate - All Souls’ Day Intentions
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 —
LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY
fPrivate - Sister Denise O’Riordan, SIW
8:15AM - Chester & Steffie Janas -
Student Liturgy
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 —
LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:15AM - Paula Ann Lewis
4:30PM - People of the Parish
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 —
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
*9:00AM - Michael J. Tenaglia
*11:00AM - Joseph G. Pukys
*Mass of Remembrance &2Private Mass

Hinancial MBlessings

WEEKLY CONTENT GUIDE
First Reading:
I rejoice heartily in the LOorD, in my God is the joy of
my soul. (Is 61:10a)

Psalm:
My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b)

Second Reading:

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and
may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved
blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1
Thes 5:23)

Gospel:
“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.”” (Jn 1:23)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998,
1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Re-
sponses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. ©LP1

VIRUS
PREVENTION

HEALTH REMINDERS
Please remember that masks must be worn at Mass
and they are to cover both your nose and mouth. Al-
so, do not forget to use the hand sanitizer before en-
tering the church. We all need to be EXTRA careful
during the holiday season to stay safe and healthy!

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON: Karen Plank
SECRETARY: Dawn Thomas

REGISTRATION
Persons who live within parish boundaries should be
properly registered. This includes all students in high
school and college. Register with the priest after

Collection for December 6th......................$6,917.00 Mass or by calling the rectory. If you move out of the
Maintenance. ........o.eueeneeee e, $2:819.00 parish, please notify the rectory.
VOtIVES . . e e et $74.00

BAPTISMS

Sunday: 12:30 PM or during any weekend liturgy.
Prior to baptism of their first child, parents are re-
quired to attend a Pre-Baptism class. Please call the
rectory at 216-749-0414 to schedule an interview.

Help for the Poor - Thank you to all who put
donations in the Poor Boxes in the church. In one
month, we collected $209.00

Thank you and God bless you for your generosity.

MARRIAGES

Should be arranged with a priest by calling the recto-
ry 8 months prior to the wedding date. Individual
conferences, plus attendance at a pre-marriage pro-
gram, are required for proper preparation.

GOD IS
THE JOY OF

MY SOUL




Third Sunday of Advent

December 13, 2020

FROM THE CORNER OFFICE...

Now into the Third Week of Advent, we have the
“violet” vestments out. I know what you’re thinking
— Father, THAT’s PINK! Sure, violet, rose, or
even “Baker-Miller Pink” whatever you want to call
it (The naval officers, Baker and Miller, thought
that the color calmed inmates down and thus paint-
ed holding cells at the navy base pink). The color
pink, some may say, is meant to humiliate or femi-
nize the wearer. But do you know that prior to
World War II it was fine to dress boys in pink and
little girls in blue? Now we can go on with the his-
tory of the color, but liturgically — the color pink is
meant to be festive, eye-opening, and even forcing
us to say “hey, something big is happening here to-
day”. And that is exactly why we do it... To show
that something bigger than ourselves is here, hap-
pening soon, there is a big coming — so take notice!
Oh, that is exactly what St. John the Baptist is pro-
claiming in the desert — the coming of Christ, some-
thing and someone much-much bigger than us!
Let’s were the pink all week, and get people asking
— what’s up?!?

Also, the numbers are still being counted on the
#WeGiveCatholic, and at the last look we are up
over $41,400+ SO, AGAIN — thank you, this is all
much bigger than us individually...

Fr. Mike

= Thank You! =

THANKFUL CORNER
“Charity is certainly greater than any rule. Moreover,
all rules must lead to charity.”
St. Vincent de Paul

Again, we would like to thank all those benefactors
who donated to the 2020 #wegiveCatholic campaign.
We surpassed our goal and we could not have done it
without your generosity!!! Our total is $41,440 with
donations still coming in. We appreciate all that you
do to help St. Thomas More “Build for our Future”
whether it be through monetary donations or prayers.
Mark your calendar for #weGiveCatholic on Tuesday,
November 30, 2021!

VOTIVE CANDLES
Beginning on December 23rd and running through
January 3rd, we will open up the votive candles to be
lit by parishioners. We ask that you please light your
candle, say your prayer and move along to allow oth-
ers to light their candles. Please remember to social
distance. Thank you!

TRAVELING MADONNA
This week the statue is at the home of:

Victor & Lydia Montanez.
Please continue to pray for our host families as they
share their home with our Traveling Madonna. Re-
member to send in any pictures that you take to the rec-
tory. Please call the rectory to sign-up to host the
Traveling Madonna in 2021.

SAINT QUOTE
“The more humble a man is, the better he knows him-
self and, therefore, the better he knows God. The more
he knows God, the better he loves Him...thus by humil-
ity, he obtains more charity and by having more chari-
ty, he obtains more humility.”
Blessed Anthony Grassi (1592-1671)
Priest, Feast Day: December 18th

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Father: O Lord, we beg Thee, .
incline Thy ear to our prayers
and enlighten the darkness of
our minds by the grace of Thy
visitation. Through Jesus Christ
Thy Son, our Lord.

All: Amen.

VOCATION CORNER
Our Vocation of the Month are the Sisters of the Incar-
nate Word and Blessed Sacrament. Please visit incar-
natewordorder.org to learn more about their story and
to meet the Sisters. Please keep the Sisters of the Incar-
nate Word and all those discerning a vocation in your
prayers as we continue to pray for vocations. To let
them know that they are in your thoughts and prayers,
send a card to 6618 Pearl Road, Parma Heights, 44130.

PARISH PRAYER
O God, the Creator and giver of all things, bless this
parish. Strengthen our faith; grant us the spirit of sacri-
fice and service so that, with Your grace, we may pro-
vide for the needs of our members, glorify You and
sanctify ourselves. Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL
' o This Thursday, December 17th, is
@ our Marco’s Pizza Night Fund-
f raiser. Plan on ordering lunch or
'-dinner. It’s a win-win situation;

W8 | gets a donation! The classroom that

m; %58 brings in the most sales will win a
" pizza party, so don’t forget to men-

tion a class when you place your order.

Thanks, as always for supporting our school!



St Thomas More Church
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Please remember
Loretta Paskert, Dolores Hyson,

James Tamburro, Pamela Saladin,
Deacon Lindley Pennypacker, Kathleen Carey,
Marty Eck, Pat Radford, Jeannine Makuh
and Evelyn Ulle in your prayers.

God grant them eternal rest.

Doris Kaczmarek, Marge Davis, Audrey Roginsky,
Gladys Colon, J. Caraballo, Mary Ellen Popovich,
Martha & George Kysil, Jennifer Bonus, Jesse
Kazimer, Diana Downes, Mary Ryba, Norma
Gademer, Theodore Maslanka, Alice Gruden, James
Malames, Jennifer Stancato, Raymond Kuhar, Jessica
Kuhar, Stephen Kuhar III, Alexis Simecek, Gregory
Simecek, Haley Simecek, Heather Hudak, John Misch,
Tim Misch, Grayson Wilmot, John Szill, Melissa
Korhely, Sean Szill, Jeff McCormick, Bobby
Hengoed, Mick Jones, Tom Erich, Julie Ersek, Baby
Divina, Avianna Burgos, Erica Wilmot, Sharon Erich,
Lorrie Turner, Vinny Mercurio, Aurora Pelleschi,
Juliana Turner, Meg Zalar, Stephanie Ziolkowski,
Jean Palumbo, Marlene Sutowski, Ida Jean Hopkins,
Joy Turner, Jeremy Cheetham, Pam Turner, Jennifer
Palumbo, Jodi Palumbo, Joanne Palumbo, Jack
Palumbo, Pat Palumbo, Mary Ann Cowgill, Barbara
Laughlin, Terri Hammond, John & Kathy Cigas,
James Mortach, Arthur Markee, Margaret Ann
Jablonski, Frank Colonna, Rafaela Morales, Iola
Natal, Michael Kovach, Nancy Taube, Patricia &
Robert Coombes, Patricia Ann Werley, Peggy & Larry
Bennett, George Bouchahine, Sr. Ignatius Jones, SIW,
Bill & Joanne Uhl, Peg Nicholay, Therese, Mary Ann
& Tom, Bryan Poole, Alice Stokes, Debbie Tomusko,
Fr. Jim O’Donnell, Ellen Omilanowski, Ed Rogers,
Mills & Lillian Mooney, Robert Zunt, Fr. Dennis
O’Grady, Ava Kaspar-Hernandez, David Elmore,
Anne McElroy, Paula Ritter, Betty Novatny,

Samantha Call, Ann Marie Kaczmarski and Meagan &
Levi Chisholm. Please call the rectory by noon on
Monday to add a name to the list. Names will remain
on the list for the month.

Cluster Corner

MARY QUEEN OF PEACE: 216-749-2323
MQP Christmas Shoppe - Join us in the MQP rec-
tory for our Christmas Shoppe from 8:30AM -
12:30PM on Sundays or any other time during regular
parish office hours. We will be offering a wide variety
of Catholic goods for under $20. Ornaments, Oplatki,
mugs, statues, holy water fonts, rosaries, Advent
wreaths, Advent candles & much more! Limited gift
wrapping available for a small donation! We will be
open until 12/23 or when supplies run out - whichever
happens first!

ST. CHARLES BORROMEQ: 440-884-3030
Global Pilgrimage - Once-in-a Lifetime Opportunity!
Fr. Josh Cochrac, your Chaplain and Spiritual Guide,
invites you..via Zoom...on a Global Pilgrimage cele-
brating our Catholic Faith on Tuesday afternoons in
January from 1-2:15PM. Only $10/pilgrim. All are
welcome! Please visit St. Charles Borromeo website to
register by January 4th.

ST. LEO THE GREAT: 216-661-1006
Great Sweepstakes - Tickets are now being sold for
the NEW Great Sweepstakes weekly drawing that will
start on January 1, 2021. Forms are available at the
office or on the website (leothegreat.org).

Readings EX Week

Readings for the week of December 13, 2020

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51
-54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8,
19-28

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and
7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,
19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and
10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17
[cf. 7)/Mt 1:1-17

Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf.
71/Mt 1:18-25

Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,

16-17 [cf. 8])/Lk 1:5-25

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4
-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-
38

©LPi



December 13, 2020

Third Sunday of Advent
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2 Make a  difference.
: “Every dollar makes a dif-
ference in covering our
expenses,” says a Trappist
abbot. Hundreds of US
religious communities
struggle to provide for
aging members because
most senior Catholic sis-

2810t M att s M| ters, brother, and religious

for Religious arl order priests served for
PR - el ittlc pay. Your gift to the

Eedeegouns Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious helps these commu-
nities bridge the gap, offering support for medication,
nursing care, and other necessities. Please be generous.

Donate today at: dioceseofcleveland.org/retiredreligious

Or mail your contribution to:

Office for Religious

1404 East 9th Street, 6th Floor

Cleveland, OH 44114

Make check payable to Diocese of Cleveland/RFR

SISTERS OF THE INCARNATE WORD
ANNUAL RAFFLE
Sisters’ Annual Raffle tickets are now on sale.

Grand Prize: $10,000
Second Prize: $1,000
Third Prize: $500

Tickets are $5 each and may be purchased on line at
siwraffle.com or by stopping in Queen of the Holy Ro-
sary Shrine. Drawing to be held on Tuesday, February
2, 2021. Raffle tickets make great stocking stuffers! For
additional information call the Sisters’ Development Of-
fice at 440-886-6440, ext. 415.

THANKS FROM OUR YOUTH MINISTER
The Season of Giving...how often do we reflect upon
these words as just another cliché title given to this
time of year? But when you really look at what our
parish has done during this time, the title couldn’t be
more meaningful for all of us. As Fr. Mike spoke
about last week, the parish almost doubled the
#weGive Catholic goal on #Giving Tuesday. During a
time with many uncertainties regarding personal fi-
nance and more...you gave.

Last month, my contact at Metro Catholic School
called and asked if we were doing our Advent Giving
Tree this year and would it be possible to collect gift
cards instead of gifts due to the pandemic. Without
hesitation, I responded back that we will do every-
thing we can. In addition to families at Metro Catho-
lic, the parish usually assists between 20-25 local fam-
ilies as well. A couple of weeks ago, we put the tags
up and with the same spirit in past years, even during
a pandemic, the tags quickly disappeared. We will
place a full accounting of the Advent Giving Tree in a
future bulletin once all the tags are returned and the
blessings are distributed (if you forgot your
tag...please get it to the rectory as soon as possible).
But once again, despite everything that is happening
in the world, you took the time to look past your own
needs and focus on the needs of others. Bishop Len-
non (God rest his soul) would often remark that we
assist people not because they are Catholic (we help
anyone regardless of who they are), we help people
because WE ARE Catholic. Thank you for your gen-
erosity...thank your for your generous spirit and thank
you for making the season bright for families during
the Season of Giving.

God bless,

Jeff Stutzman

Y outh Minister

2021 ST. THOMAS MORE MISSAL PURCHASE ORDER FORM

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address (if applicable):

BREAKING BREAD

Missal Options:
Breaking Bread ($12)
Total Number of Missals Ordered:
Payment Method:
Cash
Check
Total Amount ($) Enclosed: $

Quantity:

***FINAL DEADLINE TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 20TH***




St. Thomas More Church Brooklyn, OH 44144
2020 ADVENT 2020 CHRISTMASTIDE SCHEDULE
CONFESSION SCHEDULE Thursday, December 24 — Christmas Eve

Saturdays from 3:00-4:00 PM 4‘1020: (fOMM?cfﬁrg%(‘io\rfli;igﬂ
Friday, December 18th from 3:00-6:00 PM
Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day
CHRISTMAS OPLATKI 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Packages of oplatki are available in the chapel or at the

rectory. Freewill donations will be accepted.

Thursday, December 31- New Year’s Eve
4:30 PM Vigil Mass

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be chanted in Merici

Chapel at St. Charles Borromeo after the 7PM Mass on

Thursday, December 17th. The chanting will begin

around 7:45PM. Capacity in the Chapel will be limited

to fifteen (15) to accommodate social distancing and

masks will be required. Any questions, please contact

Michael Coyle at michaelcoyle685@gmail.com.

Lord Jesus, I Trust in You.

Friday, January 1, 2021 —
New Year’s Day

Feast of Mary, Mother of God
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

CHRISTMAS RECTORY HOURS
Please note the rectory hours during the holidays:
12/24/2020 — 9AM —1PM  12/31/2021- 9AM - 1PM
12/25/2020 — Closed 1/1/2021- Closed

In the month of November we remembered our beloved dead.
WHY NOT REMEMBER THEM THE WHOLE YEAR ROUND?

This makes a great Christmas gift that lasts throughout 2021.

This Memorial Candle will have their name inscribed on it and will be lit for the whole year.
Your loved one will also be remembered in a Mass once a month.
When the year is over you may take the candle and place it in a special place in your home.

The cost for a Memorial Candle is $200.00 (displayed 1/1/2021 - 12/31/2021).
If you have a candle from November, return that candle (name cannot be changed) and your cost is only $190.00.

You also have the option to have a candle displayed for six months
(either 1/1/2021 - 6/30/2021 or 7/1/2021 - 12/31/2021) for $100.00.

(One name or one family name per candle please-
Examples- James Mannion or The Campbell Family)

Please return the slip below to the rectory or in the collection basket with your payment.
Checks made payable to St. Thomas More.

2021 Memorial Candle Form
Please include your money with this form.
YOUR NAME:
PHONE NUMBER:
NAME OF THE DECEASED or FAMILY NAME:

(One name or one family name only)

ARE YOU RETURNING YOUR CANDLE? Yes No



