Mission Statement
We, the faith community of St.
Thomas More, a Roman Catholic
Church in Brooklyn, Ohio, are

centered in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

By following the actions and
teachings of Jesus Christ under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
we strive to build God’s kingdom.

We seek to:

+ Celebrate God's presence in
the Eucharist, His work and the
community.

« Pass on our faith and tradi-
tion.

» Strengthen, love and support
all of God's people.

+ Nurture our gifts and share
them with others.

« Invite and welcome all who
are in need of God.
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I-I_'oly Days

‘Eve of Holy Days - 6 p.m. '

Holy Days - 8:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m. &7 p-m.

Holidays
To Be Announced

day,/ Friday, Saturday - 8:15 a.m.

gsday

Confessions

Saturdays - 3 - 4 p.m.

Rectory Hours
Monday - Friday
9a.m. -4 p.m.

Parish Staff

Rev. Michael J. Feldtz
Administrator

Rev. James J. Vesely
Pastor Emeritus

Deacon Don Brandt
Deacon

Deacon Charles Zawadzki
i Deacon

Frank Budziak
Pastoral Associate

Alex Ulle
Music Director

Lisa Carson
Parish Secretary

Terri Sozio
Religious Education

Jeff Stutzman
Youth Minister

Melissa Wensing
Business Office

St. Thomas More School
Grades Pre-K - 8

4180 North Amber Drive

P: 216.749.1660

Jennifer Francis
Principal




St. Thomas More Church
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|Mass Infentions™

FOR THE WEEK 4!'

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 —
VIGIL
*4:30PM - Janis A. Gocek
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 —
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00AM - People of the Parish
*11:00AM - Andrew Creter
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 -
ST. AMBROSE
8:15AM - Flo & Norm Brown
6:00PM - Minnie & Mariano Polidori
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 —

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
fPrivate - Mother’s Day Enrollment

8:15AM - John & Josephine Dedinsky -
Student Liturgy
11:15AM - Helen Wires
6:45PM - Richard Minch
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 -
ST. JUAN DIEGO CUAHTLATOATZIN
8:15AM - Linda Yeager
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 -
ADVENT WEEKDAY
fPrivate - Steve Malenic
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 —
ST. DAMASUS 1
Private - David Kurtz, Sr.
8 15AM - Raymond Skully
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 -
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
8:15AM - Ann Dloniak
*4:30PM - Richard Hovan
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 -
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00AM - Dominic Scafaria
*11:00AM - People of the Parish
*Mass of Remembrance &2Private Mass

Hinancial lessings

Collection for November 22nd...................$3,686.44
Maintenance. .........o.coouvieeiiiiiiiieiinenn, $1,505.00
VOtIVES . e et e $75.00
Faith Directas of 11/15......ccooiiiiiiinni.... $4,745.00
Collection for November 29th....................$3.757.44
Maintenance. .........o.veeneiieiiineiieeennn, $1,371.00
VOtIVES. oot $72.00

Thank you and God bless you for your generosity.

WEEKLY CONTENT GUIDE
First Reading:
A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the
Lorp! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for
our God! (Is 40:3)

Psalm:
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your sal-
vation. (Ps 85)

Second Reading:

The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and
the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth
and everything done on it will be found out. (2 Pt
3:10)

Gospel:

“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not
worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.” (Mk 1:7b-8)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998,
1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpo-
ration. All rights reserved.

©OLPi

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON: Karen Plank
SECRETARY: Dawn Thomas

REGISTRATION

Persons who live within parish boundaries should be
properly registered. This includes all students in high
school and college. Register with the priest after
Mass or by calling the rectory. If you move out of the
parish, please notify the rectory.

BAPTISMS

Sunday: 12:30 PM or during any weekend liturgy.
Prior to baptism of their first child, parents are re-
quired to attend a Pre-Baptism class. Please call the
rectory at 216-749-0414 to schedule an interview.

MARRIAGES

Should be arranged with a priest by calling the recto-
ry 8 months prior to the wedding date. Individual
conferences, plus attendance at a pre-marriage pro-
gram, are required for proper preparation.




Second Sunday of Advent

December 6, 2020

FROM THE CORNER OFFICE...

So, have we dropped our Liturgical New Year’s
resolution already? As we have been talking about
this new liturgical year, we are working together as
one family of faith to grow in our relationships with
ourselves, each other, and (most importantly...)
with our God. Continuing on our Advent journey,
we take the time to reflect and pray on how we can
go deeper this year in our faith. The Gospel reading
this week comes from the start of Mark’s gospel,
and had John the Baptist announcing, “...One
mightier that I is coming after me...” telling us that
something BIG is going to happen, so get ready!

On the theme of “getting ready”, I do want to
thank everyone who helped organize and do the leg
work of the #WeGiveCatholic campaign. Not only
did we get compliments from people downtown,
but also other parishes and priests. Thank you to
ALL the benefactors. We almost doubled our goal,
which some of us thought was too lofty to begin
with this year. We all came together and those who
could donate, did, and those who could support us
in prayer, did. Thank you to all!

Fr. Mike

#weGIVECATHOLIC

THANKFUL CORNER
“For it is in giving that we receive.”
St. Francis of Assisi
We would like to thank all those who donated to the
2020 #wegiveCatholic campaign. We surpassed our
goal and we could not have done it without your gen-
erosity!!! The grand total will be in next week’s bulle-
tin. We appreciate all that you do to help St. Thomas
More “Build for our Future”. Mark your calendar for
#weGiveCatholic on Tuesday, November 30, 2021!

SHARE YOUR TALENTS!
As we prepare for the holidays and Christmas Masses,
we are going to need extra ushers to help at these
Masses. Please contact the rectory if you will be able
to help out. Thanks in advance for your help!

CALL OUT!
Attention Knights of Columbus members - Fr. Mike
asks you to look at the above announcement for ushers
needed for Christmas Masses.

TRAVELING MADONNA
This week the statue is at the home of:
Jack Altenburg.
Please continue to pray for our host families as they
share their home with our Traveling Madonna. Re-
member to send in any pictures that you take to the rec-
tory. Please call the rectory to sign-up to host the
Traveling Madonna in 2021.

SAINT QUOTE
“Where a man’s heart is, there is his treasure also.”
St. Ambrose (340-397)
Doctor of the Church, Feast Day: December 7th

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Father: O Lord, stir up
our hearts that we may
prepare for Thy only
begotten Son, that through
His coming we may be
made worthy to serve Thee
with pure minds. Through
Christ Thy Son, our Lord.
All: Amen.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!
We recently registered the following at St. Thomas
More during the month of November — John & Mary
Ann Hearn O Noreen Valentine ¢ Chadmichael, Jaimie,
Madison & Troymichael Bessmer and Mary Moynihan.
Welcome to you!

VOCATION CORNER
Our Vocation of the Month are the Sisters of the Incar-
nate Word and Blessed Sacrament. Please visit incar-
natewordorder.org to learn more about their story and
to meet the Sisters. Please keep the Sisters of the Incar-
nate Word and all those discerning a vocation in your
prayers as we continue to pray for vocations. To let
them know that they are in your thoughts and prayers,
send a card to 6618 Pearl Road, Parma Heights, 44130.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
December 8th, the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, is a Holy Day of Obligation. The
Vigil Mass on December 7th will be at 6PM. The
Masses on December 8th will be at 8:15AM,11:15AM
and 6:45PM.




Brooklyn, OH 44144

St. Thomas More Church
s e T

Please remember
Chuck Drdek, Loretta Paskert, Dolores Hyson,
Rev. Joseph H. Piskura and James Tamburro
in your prayers. God grant them eternal rest.

PARISH PRAYER
O God, the Creator and giver of all things, bless this
parish. Strengthen our faith; grant us the spirit of sacri-
fice and service so that, with Your grace, we may pro-
vide for the needs of our members, glorify You and
sanctify ourselves. Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

Pat Radford, Doris Kaczmarek, Marge Davis, Audrey
Roginsky, Gladys Colon, J. Caraballo, Mary Ellen
Popovich, Martha & George Kysil, Jennifer Bonus,
Jesse Kazimer, Diana Downes, Mary Ryba, Norma
Gademer, Theodore Maslanka, Alice Gruden, James
Malames, Jennifer Stancato, Raymond Kuhar, Jessica
Kuhar, Stephen Kuhar III, Alexis Simecek, Gregory
Simecek, Haley Simecek, Heather Hudak, John Misch,
Tim Misch, Grayson Wilmot, John Szill, Melissa
Korhely, Sean Szill, Jeff McCormick, Bobby
Hengoed, Mick Jones, Tom Erich, Julie Ersek, Baby
Divina, Avianna Burgos, Erica Wilmot, Sharon Erich,
Lorrie Turner, Vinny Mercurio, Aurora Pelleschi,
Juliana Turner, Meg Zalar, Stephanie Ziolkowski,
Jean Palumbo, Marlene Sutowski, Ida Jean Hopkins,
Joy Turner, Jeremy Cheetham, Pam Turner, Jennifer
Palumbo, Jodi Palumbo, Joanne Palumbo, Jack
Palumbo, Pat Palumbo, Mary Ann Cowgill, Barbara
Laughlin, Terri Hammond, John & Kathy Cigas,
James Mortach, Arthur Markee, Margaret Ann
Jablonski, Frank Colonna, Rafaela Morales, Iola
Natal, Michael Kovach, Nancy Taube, Patricia &
Robert Coombes, Patricia Ann Werley, Peggy & Larry
Bennett, George Bouchahine, Sr. Ignatius Jones, SIW,
Bill & Joanne Uhl, Peg Nicholay, Therese, Mary Ann
& Tom, Bryan Poole, Alice Stokes, Debbie Tomusko,
Fr. Jim O’Donnell, Ellen Omilanowski, Ed Rogers,
Mills & Lillian Mooney, Robert Zunt, Fr. Dennis
O’Grady, Ava Kaspar-Hernandez, David Elmore,
Anne McElroy, Paula Ritter, Betty Novatny and
Samantha Call. Please call the rectory by noon on
Monday to add a name to the list. Names will remain
on the list for the month.

Cluster Corner

MARY QUEEN OF PEACE: 216-749-2323
MQP Christmas Shoppe - Join us in the MQP rec-
tory for our Christmas Shoppe from 8:30AM -
12:30PM on Sundays or any other time during regular
parish office hours. We will be offering a wide variety
of Catholic goods for under $20. Ornaments, Oplatki,
mugs, statues, holy water fonts, rosaries, Advent
wreaths, Advent candles & much more! Limited gift
wrapping available for a small donation! We will be
open until 12/23 or when supplies run out - whichever
happens first!

ST. CHARLES BORROMEQO: 440-884-3030
Global Pilgrimage - Once-in-a Lifetime Opportunity!
Fr. Josh Cochrac, your Chaplain and Spiritual Guide,
invites you..via Zoom...on a Global Pilgrimage cele-
brating our Catholic Faith on Tuesday afternoons in
January from 1-2:15PM. Only $10/pilgrim. All are
welcome! Please visit St. Charles Borromeo website to
register by January 4th.

ST. LEO THE GREAT: 216-661-1006
Great Sweepstakes - Tickets are now being sold for
the NEW Great Sweepstakes weekly drawing that will
start on January 1, 2021. Forms are available at the
office or on the website (leothegreat.org).

St. Leo’s CYO Sports Programs Take-Out Pasta
Dinner on December 6th has been postponed

Readings for the week of December 6, 2020

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-
14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-
14 [Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10
[1]/Mt 11:28-30

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-
13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn
8:12]/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,

10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26
-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51
-54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8,
19-28

©LPi



Second Sunday of Advent December 6, 2020

PR el Help our Elders - In PRE-PLAN FUNERAL INFORMATION
| Clail | - good times and bad, sen- If you are interested in planning your own funeral
ior Catholic sisters, broth- Mass, please contact the rectory. One of the members
ers, and religious order of the Ministry of Consolation will contact you to set
priests have dedicated up a convenient time to meet. Pre-Planning has many
themselves to service and advantages. You are able to select your favorite read-
acts of mercy. Today, they ings and songs for your Mass. It also takes a lot of
pray for an aching world. stress away from your loved ones.
gY Yet years of serving for
Retirement Fund '} little or no pay have left NOVEMBER MEMORIAL CANDLES
for Religious Sl their religious communi-  If you purchased a Memorial Candle, please know that
- I ics vithout enough retire- they are available to take home. They are on a table
ment savings. Your gift to behind the sanctuary in the church. Please do not pick
the Retirement Fund for up candles for others unless they are aware of it.
Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and
other necessities. Please be generous. CHRISTMAS PROGRAMMING AT AM1260
THE ROCK
Donate today at: dioceseofcleveland.org/retiredreligious ~ As we are now in the Season of Advent and awaiting
the Birth of Christ, AM1260 The Rock will be broad-

Or mail your contribution to: casting special Christmas Eve and Christmas Day pro-
Office for Religious gramming to enrich your Christmas -celebration.
1404 East 9th Street, 6th Floor Please visit our website at: www.am1260therock.com
Cleveland, OH 44114 for updates and have a blessed and peaceful Advent.

Make check payable to Diocese of Cleveland/RFR

HAPPY ADVENT, PARISHIONERS OF ST. THOMAS MORE!
Thank you to everyone who purchased a missal in our first round of ordering. If you haven’t picked up your pre-
ordered missal yet, they are available in the church at all Masses, both on the weekend and during the week; see a
staff member and they will get your missal to you.
Due to overwhelming demand, we are offering a second round of ordering for missals; however, it may take a lit-
tle time to get the new order in, so they may not come in until the new year.
Below you will find an order form: send it into the rectory or place it in the offertory baskets in an envelope
marked “Missal Order” with your money enclosed.
Also, just a friendly reminder as we move through Advent and come closer to Christmas, remember that choirs
and congregational singing (that is, singing from the pews) are not safe yet, and until we get further notice from
the Diocese, please refrain from singing along with your favorite hymns. I understand how hard it can be, but we
need to be safe now in order to get back to “normal” in the future. I wish we could all sing together, especially
with Christmas coming, but the Diocese will tell us when it is safe again.
Kind regards,
Alex Ulle
Music Director

2021 ST. THOMAS MORE MISSAL PURCHASE ORDER FORM
Name:
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address (if applicable):
Missal Options:

Breaking Bread ($12) Quantity:___
Total Number of Missals Ordered:
Payment Method:

Cash

Check
Total Amount ($) Enclosed: $




St. Thomas More Church Brooklyn, OH 44144
2020 ADVENT 2020 CHRISTMASTIDE SCHEDULE
CONFESSION SCHEDULE Thursday, December 24 — Christmas Eve
. . 4:00 PM Afternoon Vigil
Saturdays from 3:00-4:00 PM 12:00 Midnight Vigil
Friday, December 11th from 3:00-6:00 PM

. ) ) Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day
Friday, December 18th from 3:00-6:00 PM 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

CHRISTMAS OPLATKI
Packages of oplatki are available in the sacristy or at the
rectory. Freewill donations will be accepted.

Thursday, December 31- New Year’s Eve
4:30 PM Vigil Mass

_ Friday, January 1, 2021 —
: : New Year’s Day
PREPARE . Feast of Mary, Mother of God
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
THE WAY OF

THE LORD!

CHRISTMAS RECTORY HOURS
Please note the rectory hours during the holidays:
12/24/2020 - 9AM —1PM  12/31/2021- 9AM - 1PM
12/25/2020 — Closed 1/1/2021- Closed

In the month of November we remembered our beloved dead.
WHY NOT REMEMBER THEM THE WHOLE YEAR ROUND?

This makes a great Christmas gift that lasts throughout 2021.

This Memorial Candle will have their name inscribed on it and will be lit for the whole year.
Your loved one will also be remembered in a Mass once a month.
When the year is over you may take the candle and place it in a special place in your home.

The cost for a Memorial Candle is $200.00 (displayed 1/1/2021 - 12/31/2021).
If you have a candle from November, return that candle (name cannot be changed) and your cost is only $190.00.

You also have the option to have a candle displayed for six months
(either 1/1/2021 - 6/30/2021 or 7/1/2021 - 12/31/2021) for $100.00.

(One name or one family name per candle please-
Examples- James Mannion or The Campbell Family)

Please return the slip below to the rectory or in the collection basket with your payment.
Checks made payable to St. Thomas More.

2021 Memorial Candle Form
Please include your money with this form.
YOUR NAME:
PHONE NUMBER:
NAME OF THE DECEASED or FAMILY NAME:

(One name or one family name only)

ARE YOU RETURNING YOUR CANDLE? Yes No



