


St. Thomas More Church                 Brooklyn, OH 44144

SATURDAY, JUNE 22 –
VIGIL

     4:30 PM -  St. Thomas More Homebound
SUNDAY, JUNE 23 –

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
      9:00 AM - People of the Parish
  *11:00 AM - Joan Nancy Russo
MONDAY, JUNE 24–

THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

    8:15 AM - David Dobrovic
TUESDAY, JUNE 25 –

WEEKDAY
6:45 PM - George Zindroski

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26 –
WEEKDAY

      8:15 AM - Bob Mundson
THURSDAY, JUNE 27 –

ST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA
FRIDAY, JUNE 28 –

ST. IRENAEUS
8:15 AM - Henry Durica 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29 –
SS. PETER & PAUL

     8:15 AM - June Birthdays
     4:30 PM -  St. Thomas More Alumni
SUNDAY, JUNE 30 –

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME

    *9:00 AM - Margaret Tonti
    11:00 AM - People of the Parish
*Mass of Remembrance

Collection for June 16th …………………... $4,227.00
Maintenance ………………………………. $1,152.00
Student’s Weekly Offering (10 Envelopes) ….. $13.50

Thank you and God bless you for your generosity. 

Enroll online at faith.direct/OH684. Have questions? 
Please email info@faithdirect.net or call toll free 1-
866-507-8757.

Monday, June 24
7:00 PM  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - Rectory
Tuesday, June 25
2:00 PM - 6:00 PM  St. Elias Mobile Food Pantry -

Food Distribution: 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Thursday, June 27
1:00 PM  60+ Club - Utopia Hall
Saturday, June 29
*SECOND COLLECTION - PETER’S PENCE*
Utopia Rental
Sunday, June 30
*SECOND COLLECTION - PETER’S PENCE*

TRAVELING MADONNA
This week the statue is at the home of:

Tina Westfall.
Please continue to pray for our host families as they 
share their home with our Traveling Madonna. Re-
member, if you take any pictures, send them into the 
rectory. Please call the rectory to sign-up to host the 
Traveling Madonna in 2024. 

ST. ELIAS
St. Elias will hold their Mobile Food Pantry on Tues-
day, June 25th, from 3:30-5:30PM. If you are able to 
help, please arrive by 2PM to get the food packed.

60+ CLUB
Join us for the next 60+ Club on Thursday, June 27th 
at 1pm in Utopia Hall.

ANNUAL MEMORIAL CANDLES
Memorial Candles, with your loved one’s name in-
scribed on it, are available. You can have a candle dis-
played for six months for $100. Forms are available at 
the rectory or on the parish website.

VOCATION CORNER
Mercedarian Sisters and Friars

To learn more visit mercedariansisters.org for the Sis-
ters and orderofmercy.org for the Friars. Please keep 
those Sisters and Friars and all those discerning a vo-
cation in your prayers as we continue to pray for vo-
cations. 

To let them know that they are in your thoughts and 
prayers, send a card to Mercedarian Sisters, 1355 
West 70th Street, Cleveland, 44102 or Mercedarian 
Friars, 6398 Drexel Road, Philadelphia, PA, 19151.



Twelfth Sunday In Ordinary Time                   June 23, 2024
"PAY NO ATTENTION TO THAT MAN BEHIND THE CURTAIN" 

Who doesn’t remember that moment of the big reveal, when Toto sniffs out who the Wizard of Oz really is…not the 
great and powerful Oz, "but just a common man" as he said himself. What is it about the fake, the pseudo, the inau-
thentic that drives us all a little nuts? This way of lying or pretending to be something one is not can be found in all 
ways of people, politics and even Priesthood at times. Integrity and trusting everything you hear or read can be a dan-
gerous way to live. There have always been frauds and scoundrels (phishers and scammers nowadays) who are al-
ways trying to take on an inauthentic identity just to take what you have.   
 
It even happened to me once the news got out that I am helping out at your parish (scammers have been doing this to 
ministers for the past 15 years so they can take your trust and money). I received a notice from Lisa from our office 
that a couple parishioners called saying that they received a text from someone claiming to be me and asking for you 
to help. PAY NO ATTENTION TO THAT PERSON BEHIND THE CURTAIN OR TEXT! No person of any integ-
rity would ever text or email you to help them with gift cards or cash for someone in need. Real people do need help 
at one time or another, but never give into the liars who want to hurt you. It seems to be the way of the liar himself, 
Satan, who always wants to misdirect and take your trusting heart to manipulate it for some scheme or sin. Our pa-
tron, Saint Thomas More knew it all too well. His friend, King Henry VIII, wanted to be someone other than he was 
supposed to be…including wanting to be some divine gift that decided who lived and who died based on whether 
they followed his commands. Even though the he tried to present himself as some great and powerful wizard of Brit-
ain, he was just a common man and not God. Sir Thomas More respected him as his friend and King, but when he 
became King Henry’s Lord Chancellor he would not sign the mandatory oath of supremacy. Sir Thomas More would 
not betray who he truly was a Roman Catholic and therefore was convicted of treason. This defender of the faith, our 
brother and martyr, was beheaded July 6th, 1535 (feast day June 22).  Just before he died, Thomas wrote a letter to 
his daughter Meg and reminded her why his death was necessary:  
 

"I cannot but trust in his merciful goodness…His grace has strengthened me until now and made 
me content to lose goods, land, and life as well, rather than to swear against my conscience…his 
grace shall give me the strength to bear it patiently, and perhaps even gladly. By the merits of his 
bitter passion joined to mine and far surpassing in merit for me all that I can suffer myself, his 
bounteous goodness shall release me from the pains of purgatory and shall increase my reward 
in heaven besides. I will not mistrust him, Meg, though I shall feel myself weakening and on the 
verge of being overcome with fear… Meg, I trust that his tender pity shall keep my poor soul safe 
and make me commend his mercy. And, therefore, my own good daughter, do not let your mind 
be troubled over anything that shall happen to me in this world. Nothing can come but what God 

wills. And I am very sure that whatever that be, however bad it may seem, it shall indeed be the best." 
 
Not once did Sir Thomas talk against the King and not once did he abandon his trust in Jesus’ loving providence. On 
this patronal feast day weekend, may we always be as Thomas, no matter however bad it may seem, it shall indeed be 
the best.   
Pax,  
Fr. G. David Bline  

WEEKEND MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
June 29/30 

MASS           EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS       LECTORS               SERVERS 
4:30 PM       Nina Ferguson         Jeff Stutzman      
           Sheryl Finohr             
           Mary Lou LoBue         
           Marilu Slimak 
 

9:00 AM       Jessica Noga         Al Margevicius    Holly Roberts 
           Nathan Noga         Jennifer Mladineo    
           Heather Roberts            
                Bonnie Kaznoch  
 

11:00 AM     Heather Miksch         Madelyn Koranda   Jackson Colon 
           Sue Poole          
           Joanne Uhl          
           Marty Rini          
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Melissa Ali, Amaya, Ashley & Tanner, Baby Eli, Baby Xa-
via, Terri Baranich, Jim Barker, Domenica Basich, Carol 
Bauchens, Albert Becerra, Barbara Behlke, Lisa Bognar, 
Robert Bonus, Jr., Barbara Bridle, Kyle Burgess, Avianna 
Burgos, Nancy Butler, Janet Call, Tracey Carlisle, Shawn 
Calvey, Christopher Davis, Jim Davis, Rosemarie DeJesus, 
Elizabeth DeLeon, Christine DeMarco, Dolores Dickey, 
Diana & Greg Downes, Erica Dzurik, Sharon Erich, Tom 
Erich, Julie Ersek & Joel, Patricia Foerster, Edward Frantz, 
Kathy Fuchi, Norma Gademer, Tina Galaida, Judy Gal-
lagher, Kevin T. Gallagher, Ruth Giaco, Chet Givens, Jo-
anne Hallick, Sara Hardy, Ruth Hargis, John Hearn, Bobby 
Hengoed, Dianne Hlavacek, Barbara Hughes, Bryan J., 
Margaret Ann Jablonski, Donna & Doris Kaczmarek, Fran-
cine Kawentel, Jesse Kazimer, Larry Kolar, Melissa Kor-
hely, Diane Kunath, Martha & George Kysil, Al Lada, Ei-
leen Lombardo, Madonna, Scott & Family, Frank & Lucy 
Magyar, Jane McClure, Rev. Joseph McNulty, Dreama 
Mecklenburg, Deacon Ceferino Medina, Sandra Mellon, 
Vinny Mercurio, Gail Michal, Dan Misch, John Misch, 
Kathy Mitchell, Lillian Mooney, Rafaela Morales, Marie 
Murphy, Josalynn Murray, Jack Palumbo, Jean Palumbo, 
Jim Palumbo, Jodi Palumbo, Pat Palumbo, Ronald Patten, 
Augustus Petersen, Monica Puleo, Vinny Rini, Paula Ritter, 
Richard Roman, Annette Santos, Mike Sekerak, Irene Sher-
idan, Susan Sidley, John Skubie, Elaine Smet, Myles 
Sparks, Special Intention, Margie & Don Spritz, Jennifer 
Stancato, James Strnad, Marty Swartz, Sean Szill, Anthony 
Tedesco, Joy Turner, Julianna Turner, Sam Urban, Rita 
Valochik, Sue Verner, Leroy & Patricia Werley, Skip Wil-
mot, Jan Woytek, Betty Wozniak, Marian Zawadzki, and 
Phyllis Zindroski. Please call the rectory by noon on Mon-
day to add a name to the list. Names will remain on the 
list until you call to have them removed. 
 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
Please remember in your prayers  

Rev. Thomas V. O’Donnell, Audrey Roginsky, and  
Greg Booth. God grant them eternal rest. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

We have kept the names on the prayer list for a year. Start-
ing with the July 21st bulletin, we will start a fresh, new 
list. To add a name to the list, please call or email 
(rectory@stmparish.net) by Monday, July 15th. Thank 
You! 

 
PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 

Next week we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection to 
support the Universal Church and the work of the Holy 
See, including Pope Francis to carry out his charitable 
works. These works benefit our brothers and sisters on the 
margins of society, including victims of war, oppression, 
and disasters. Please be generous. For more information, 
visit www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html/. 

SAINT QUOTE 
“Because the soul has such deep roots in personal and social 
life and its values run so contrary to modern concerns, caring 
for the soul may well turn out to be a radical act, a challenge 
to accepted norms.” 

St. Thomas More (1478-1886), 
Priest, Patron of Difficult Marriages, Feast Day: June 22nd  

(Bulletin Quote provided by AZ Quotes; www.azquotes.com)  
 

LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE MASS 
Join us for a series to learn more about the Mass. The series 
will cover a little bit of the history, the Church documents and 
the parts of the Mass, while giving you the chance to ask your 
questions. We will gather at 7PM in Utopia Hall on July 11th, 
18th, and 25th as we explore the liturgy. In addition, we will 
conclude this summer series with a Catholic Q & A evening 
on August 1st. 

 
 



Twelfth Sunday In Ordinary Time                  June 23, 2024
THANK YOU!

As I am writing this, I am staring at the cover of a book that was given to me by a friend at St. Thomas More. A 
stranger and you welcomed me. The familiar quote is from Matthew’s last judgement – the separation of the sheep and 
goats. I don’t know if there are any sheep and goats in Brooklyn but there are a lot of deer. One fall Saturday after-
noon there was a buck stationed perfectly in a parking space looking at the church and I remember saying out loud to 
no one in particular, “The buck really does stop here”. I guess deer must be nouveau sheep because Beth and I are so 
grateful that you welcomed us as strangers. St. Thomas More parish, each of you, hold a special place in our hearts. It 
is the first community that I have ministered after Ordination and is foundational to what I will do going forward. You 
have all played an important role in a very practical way in forming a dea-
con for further service in the diocese. That is a big deal in my book and 
God’s.

There are no goodbyes, only thank you! We are all part of the same family 
and community.

Until we meet again, 
fond memories, God’s blessings, and peace to each and every one of you.

Dc. Don & Beth. 

2024 ST. THOMAS MORE 
FESTIVAL

It’s finally here! Join us this 
Sunday, June 23rd from noon 
until 7pm for our annual festival. 

Food - Games - Entertainment  -  
Raffle

1st prize: $10,000*
2nd prize: $1,000*

3rd prize: $500
*Before Taxes

Free Admission to the church 
grounds.

Bring the family & friends for a 
great day of fellowship, fun, and 
great prizes!

All are welcome to join us!

CAR SHOW 
on the church grounds during the 
festival. $5 entry fee includes 1 
food voucher.

LIVE MUSIC
Faction will be playing from 2-
6pm.

FOOD 
Carrino’s Catering will be sell-
ing spaghetti dinners & zeppole.
Alisha’s Cocina LLC will also 
be there selling empanadas, rice, 
pernil (pork), and nachos.
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COME AS YOU ARE by DEACON DON 

Happy (belated) Feast of St. Thomas More! I think the title of the movie drama about the life and times of our patron saint 
summed it up best. A man for all seasons. More understood the law well and his place in it. Not only civil and church law 
but the politic that flowed from it and often in spite of it. He was a man for all seasons because he was unwavering in his 
morals and faith regardless of the change of seasons particularly during the reign of King Henry the Eighth who used and 
abused the law for his own purposes. It was clear that Thomas understood that all law and authority flowed from his Creator 
and was truth itself for the benefit of persons. Anything less was from the corruption of man. He held that to his death when 
he wrote, “I die the king’s faithful servant, but God’s first.” His stalwart conviction can help us understand the Scriptures 
this weekend, in particular the Gospel. 
The readings remind us that Jesus is God, and if we have faith in Him, then like Jesus, we have faith in the Father. St. Thom-
as was probably thinking of this Gospel or a similar storm when he said, “You wouldn't abandon ship in a storm just because 
you couldn't control the winds.” In other words, have faith in God and His Church. We often speak figuratively about the 
church as a kind of boat on the stormy seas of life. A church’s construction and architecture often remind us of this when we 
look up at the ceiling structures and buttresses that hold it up. But in all practicality Peter’s boat really was the church. All 
the apostles and Jesus were all in his fishing boat. That’s it. In 28AD, that was the entire church! What were Jesus and God 
thinking? They must have been out of their minds. Mm… never mind – you already heard that one. 
What Jesus was doing – or not doing in the boat considering that was the ENTIRE church may not seem to make sense, but 
it does in light of faith – both then and now. 
There seems to be a quirky throw away line in the Gospel, “they took Jesus with them in the boat just as He was.” Well of 
course – what else would they do? Jesus was going to get a change of clothes, or what? What Mark may be reminding us in a 
subtle way is that Jesus knows not only who He is, but also who He is not. Jesus understands that He is God the Son, and not 
the Father. “Though He was in the form of God, Jesus did not deem equality with God something to be grasped at.” Jesus 
placed all His faith in the Father. He wasn’t taking a nap because He was not concerned. He was napping because there was 
nothing to be concerned about. It is a reminder for us that in the midst of storms and changes God doesn’t remove them He is 
with us in them.  
Sure, we question God and what He is doing. Wake up!?! We are in the boat – trying to do what you want – but this is not 
going well. God reminds Job that there are limits – laws – that we need to respect. God is speaking about the mighty waters, 
“Thus far shall you come but no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stilled!” Reading between lines it may 
have been God giving Job as well as you and I a little nudge. In the end the Apostles figured it out too. The wind and 
the sea are obeying Him, we probably should too. 
I think Thomas More had it all figured out and probably reached this conclusion. If I could imagine a God of my own 
making it would be the reality of the only true God. One who creates out of love, is beyond understanding, and who ’s 
laws both natural and supernatural He controls completely. One who can calm sea and wind, time and space. And yet 
this is a God who loves you and I, all humanity, so much that while He can control everything, He doesn ’t. He gives 
up control and lets you and I choose. I want to be in the boat with that God. And we are! And He knows us just as we 
are! 
So, take a hint from Jesus. Take a nap – God has got this. 

A Man For All Seasons 
Best scene – and challenge: 
  More and the Duke of Norfolk are friends and are men for all seasons. The former for consistency, the latter for 
changing with them.  Norfolk finds himself confounded by More's moral sensibilities. In regards to the king's marriage, Nor-
folk bemoans that he is not a scholar, pressing More to go along for the sake of fellowship. More confronts him and the lis-
teners with the sobering duty to conscience as opposed to the frivolity of peer pressure: 
"And when we die, and you are sent to heaven for doing your conscience, and I am sent to hell for not doing mine, will you 
come with me, for fellowship?" 
Best one liner: 

MARGARET: Father, that man is bad!  MORE: There's no law against that. 
ROPER: There is. God's law!   MORE: Then God can arrest him. 

Best St. Thomas More quotes: 
    You wouldn't abandon ship in a storm just because you couldn't control the winds. 
    Comfort in tribulation can be secured only on the sure ground of faith holding as true the words of Scripture and the teach-
ing of the Catholic Church. 
    It’s wrong to deprive someone else of a pleasure so that you can enjoy one yourself, but to deprive yourself of a pleasure 
so that you can add to someone else’s enjoyment is an act of humanity by which you always gain more than you lose. 
From a letter St. Thomas More wrote to his daughter, Margaret, while in prison, 1535: 
Don’t worry about me no matter what happens in this world. Nothing can happen to me that God doesn’t want. And all that 
He wants, no matter how bad it may appear to us, is really for the best. 
 

I die the king’s faithful servant, but God’s first. 




