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Mass Times Parish Staff
Weekend Rev. John J. Schneider
Saturday - 4:30pm Pastor

Sunday - 9am & 11am
Rev. Donald E. Snyder

Weekdays Retired, In Residence
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday - 8:15am

Tuesday - 6:45pm Sr. Jane Reisinger, SND
No Mass on Thursday Pastoral Associate
Holy Days Lisa Carson
Eve - TBD Office Manager

Holy Days - 8:15am, 11:15am & 6:45pm John Mastandrea

. Development
Confessions p

Saturday - 3:30pm until 4:15pm Tarri Soie

Religious Education
Rectory Hours

Monday - Friday - 9am-3pm
(The rectory is closed for lunch from 1-1:30pm)

St. Thomas More School
PreSchool thru 8th Grade

Meg Cosgriff - Principal
216-749-1660 | stmschool.com




St. Thomas More Church Brooklyn, OH 44144
Mas Infenfions o TS WEEK AT 0UR PARISH

VIGIL
4:30 PM - People of the Parish
SUNDAY, MARCH 2 -
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
*9:00 AM - Dorothy E. Kashary
*11:00 AM - Estelle Mirande
MONDAY, MARCH 3 -
ST. KATHARINE DREXEL
8:15 AM - Helen Pietrasz
TUESDAY, MARCH 4 -
ST. CASIMIR
6:45 PM - John & Katherine Soroczak
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 -
ASH WEDNESDAY
8:15 AM - Greg, Jimmy, & Jim Cosgriff -
Student Liturgy
11:15 AM - People of the Parish
6:45 PM - Edward & Gertrude Davison
THURSDAY, MARCH 6 —
THURSDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY, MARCH 7 —
SS. PERPETUA & FELICITY
8:15 AM - John Skubie
SATURDAY, MARCH 8 -
ST. JOHN OF GOD
8:15 AM - Karen DiRienzo
*4:30 PM - Michael McClelland
SUNDAY, MARCH 9 -
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
9:00 AM - People of the Parish
*11:00 AM - Rickard Hughes
*Mass of Remembrance

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Grade 3 VB Practice - Gym
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Grades 4/5 VB Practice - Gym
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Drop-In - Gym

Tuesday, March 4

9:30 AM Praying the Sunday Readings - Rectory
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Grades 7/8 VB Practice - Gym
6:30 PM - 7:45 PM PSR - School

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Grade 6 VB Practice - Gym
Wednesday, March 5

NO ATHLETICS

Ash Wednesday

Thursday, March 6

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Grades 7/8 VB Practice - Gym
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Grades 4/5 VB Practice - Gym
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Drop In - Gym

Friday, March 7 World Day of Prayer

1:30 PM Children’s Stations of the Cross - Church
6:00 PM Stations of the Cross - Church

6:00 PM 8th Grade V. Faculty Game - Gym
Sunday, March 9
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9:00 AM-11:30 AM Confirmation -

Mass & Meeting: Church & Utopia Hall
12:00 PM Winter Sports Banquet - Gym

Financial Blessings Forish Festival

Collection for February 23rd .................. $2,814.00
Maintenance .............ccoooeeieniiiiiiianinnns $744.00
Student’s Weekly Offering (14 Envelopes) ..... $70.00
Faith Directas of 2/15 ..........ccooviiin.... $1,370.00
Faith Direct Maintenance ........................ $357.00

FAITH DIRECT
Thank you and God bless you for your generosity.
Enroll online at faith.direct/OH684. Have questions?
Please email info@faithdirect.net or call toll free 1-
866-507-8757.

2025 ST. THOMAS MORE FESTIVAL CORNER
Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 22nd for our
annual Summer Festival.

This year, we will be making a Festival Book! We
will be looking for businesses or families to place ads.
Any donation will help us defray our costs.

If you have experience in working on a project like
this and would like to help with our first festival book,
please call or email the rectory (216-749-0414 or rec-
tory(@stmparish.net).

It takes a lot of volunteers to run a festival. Please call
the rectory to sign up to help.



Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

March 2, 2025

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

The Lord be with you! As we get ready for Lent, we
should reflect on the purpose of penance and how suffer-
ing can be redemptive. Although God is always assisting
us, we sometimes do not feel or notice His help.

Last week we introduced the terms "consolation" and
"desolation" to denote when we feel good or bad in our
journey to God. Usually, we can discern God's will for us
by following spiritual consolations. When we experience
desolations, however, it is far more confusing and chal-
lenging. When prayer seems difficult or empty, we ques-
tion if we are praying correctly or whether praying is
even worth it.

Why would God not make us feel happy every time we
pray? To purify our intentions and strengthen our souls.
When the soul first comes to God, He usually consoles
the soul with many small consolations to encourage fur-
ther prayer. All too often, however, we get attached to
these consolations and will pray mostly to feel good. By
allowing us to feel His absence in prayer, the Lord breaks
this attachment and deepens our ability to love Him.

Just as desolations can help us to become less attached
to our feelings in prayer, penance can aid us in becoming
detached in our daily lives. We can easily become too
attached to certain goods on account of concupiscence.
Concupiscence is the wound of Original Sin that disposes
us to like created things too much or like lesser goods in
preference to greater ones. For example, I really enjoy
Guinness and plan on having a couple on St. Patrick's
Day. What would happen if I let this attraction control
me? Drunkenness. We can easily see in alcoholics that
their desire for alcohol becomes so strong that their wills
could not control it.

Moderating our enjoyment of goods is not penance but
temperance. Denying ourselves a good that we are due is
penance. Now, it is often a good idea for Lent to start
with practicing temperance for goods that we have be-
come too attached to, but we should not confuse that
practice with acts of self denial as such. Nevertheless, the
first acts of temperance might be painful and distressing.
Saying "no" to what we want is necessary to train our-
selves - our emotions, our habits, and our thinking - for
when suffering comes that we cannot escape. When we
speak of the "Cross" in our lives, we are referring to non-
voluntary suffering that we must encounter. If we never
do penance, we will not be ready for what that suffering
does to us. Penance does not make accepting our Crosses
easy - just much easier than it would have otherwise
been.

In Lent we have the great opportunity for intense spir-
itual training. If we have an unhealthy attachment to some
good (social media, chocolate, fancy dining), Lent is a
great time to temper this desire. In denying what we want
right now, we learn that God will give us His strength
now and forever.

In His Sacred Heart,
Fr. John

SEMINARIAN OF THE MONTH
Connor Trout
St. Basil the Great
Brecksville
Pre-Theology, Saint Mary

Please keep Connor and all seminari-
ans in your prayers as we continue to
pray for vocations. To let him know
that he is in your thoughts and pray-
ers, send a card to him at 28700 Euclid Avenue, Wick-
liffe, OH 44092.

SAINT QUOTE
“If we wish to serve God and love our neighbor well, we
must manifest our joy in the service we render to Him and
them. Let us open wide our hearts. It is joy which invites
us. Press forward and fear nothing.”
St. Katharine Drexel (1858-1955),
Patron saint of racial justice, Feast Day: March 3
(Bulletin Quote provided by AZ Quotes; www.azquotes.com)

TRAVELING MADONNA
This week the statue is at the home of:
Judy Sticha.

Please continue to pray for our host families as they share
their home with our Traveling Madonna. Remember, if
you take any pictures, send them into the rectory. Please
call the rectory to sign-up to host the Traveling Ma-
donna in 2025.

SISTERS OF THE INCARNATE WORD
ANNUAL RAFFLE - The Sisters of the Incarnate
Word Annual Raffle is underway. The GRAND PRIZE is
$10,000! The drawing will be held on Monday, March
17, 2025.

Tickets may be purchased from any Incarnate Word stu-
dent, when visiting Queen of the Holy Rosary Shrine or
by going online at www.incarnatewordacademy.org/
raffle. Questions? Please email
sdill@incarnatewordacademy.org.

NATIONAL BLACK & INDIAN

MISSION COLLECTION
Next week, our parish will take up the 141st annual Na-
tional Black and Indian Mission Collection. Our support
of this collection helps build the Church in African Amer-
ican, Native American, and Alaska Native communities
from coast to coast. Schools, parish religious education
programs, and diocesan ministries depend on your gener-
osity to help them spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
More information can be found at blackandindianmis-
sion.org.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations and welcome
Guinevere Lisarose Hoey and Wizdom Heather Hoey
who were baptized on February 23rd. God bless you!
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Baby Elijah, Domenica Basich, Albert Becerra, Barbara
Behlke, Michael Bogucki, Robert Bonus, Jr., Dennis Bun-
day, Avianna Burgos, Nancy Butler, Michael C., Tracey
Carlisle & Toni, Carole Deighton, Rosie DeJesus, Christine
DeMarco, Darrin Demetro, Anita Dloniak, Diana & Greg
Downes, Sharon Erich, Tom Erich, Dave Finohr, Patricia
Foerster, Edward Frantz, Norma Gademer, Judy Gallagher,
Kevin T. Gallagher, Joanne Hallick, Sara Hardy, Ruth Har-
gis, Mary Beth Hayet, John Hearn, Bobby Hengoed, Ed &
Dianne Hlavacek, Michel Howe, Bryan Jaworski, Francine
Kawentel, Jesse Kazimer, Freddy Kinsey, Betty Konopka,
Melissa Korhely, Al Lada, Joe Lawrence, Joyce Lewar-
chick, Richard Lewis, Lucy Magyar, Dale Mathews & fami-
ly, Jane McClure, Rev. Joseph McNulty, Dreama Mecklen-
burg, Sandra Mellon, Vinny Mercurio, Gail Michal, Dan
Misch, Ethelle Mirande, Lillian Mooney, Rafaela Morales,
Barb Mundson, Josalynn Murray, Maryann Nicholas, Joan
O’Neil, Lyndsey P., Jack Palumbo, Jean Palumbo, Jim Pa-
lumbo, Jodi Palumbo, Pat Palumbo, Peggy Palumbo, Tino
Perez, Betty (Gruntkowski) Popow, Dawn Patel, Ronald
Patten, Vinny Rini, Paula Ritter, Janet Sekerak, Mike
Sekerak, Susan Sidley, Elaine Smet, Bill Smith, Mary
Sparks, Special Intention, Michael Spring, Margie & Don
Spritz & family, Jennifer Stancato, Gerri Strodtbeck, Sean
Szill, Joy Turner, Julianna Turner, Sam Urban, Mary Wein-
stock & family, Leroy & Patricia Werley, Norma Westrick,
Jan Woytek, Kathy Yomack & family, Ron Young, Marian
Zawadzki & Phyllis Zindroski. Please call the rectory by
noon on Monday to add a name to the list.

PRE-PLAN FUNERAL INFORMATION
If you are interested in planning your own funeral Mass,
please contact the rectory. Pre-Planning has many ad-
vantages. You are able to select your favorite readings and
songs for your Mass. It also takes a lot of stress away from
your loved ones.

IN REMEMBRANCE

Please remember in your prayers
Patricia Hinko, Carol Hamburg,
Tina Marie Scott, and Michael Gerrity.
God grant them eternal rest.

PILGRIMAGE

Join Friar Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM for a Footsteps of St. Paul
Jubilee Pilgrimage

Monday, July 28 - Friday, August 8, 2025
Athens, Greek Island Cruise, Turkey, Rome - Assisi. Enter
all the Holy doors in Rome and visit the tomb of the newest
saint: teenager Carlo Acutis in Assisi.
For more information, visit www.friarjp.com or AMI Travel
at www.amitravel.com

WOMEN’S GUILD

We will have a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 11th in
Utopia Hall at 11:30am. Sister Anne Victory, H.M. will give
a presentation on the Fundamentals of Human Trafficking -
What can we do? We will also have a special guest, Rita
Ballenger, who will share her ministry to help fight human
trafficking. Pastry, coffee, and tea will be served. Hope you
can join us.

THE POPE’S MONTHLY INTENTIONS
Each year, the Holy Father asks for your prayers for a spe-
cific intention each month. You are invited to answer the
Holy Father’s request and to join with many people world-
wide in praying for this intention this month:
For families in crisis - Let us pray that broken families
might discover the cure for their wounds through for-
giveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts, even in their dif-
ferences.
Please pray for health and healing for Pope Francis, entrust-
ing him to the healing care of our Lord.

WEEKEND MINISTRY SCHEDULE

March 8/9
MASS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTORS SERVERS CELEBRANT
4:30 PM *Marilu Slimak Mary Lou LoBue Noah Nguyen
Abbey Eichenmiller Chet Omilanowski
Denise Puening
Jill Parks
9:00 AM  *Heather Roberts Jaclene Zauszniewski ~ Noah Redloske
Nathan Noga Jessica Noga Parker Redloske
Dolores Hules
Jennifer Mladineo
11:00 AM  *Patty Riegling Mike Sommers Brendon Kiscoe
Heather Miksch Alexia Torres
Sue Poole

Madelyn Koranda



Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL
On Friday evening, February 21, the middle school stu-
dents attended their first social, hosted by the Faculty Stu-
dent Activities Committee. They had a blast playing
games, listening to music, and hanging out with friends.
They also worked in their faith families to create floats for
our Mardi Gras parade on Fat Tuesday.

Students have been busy learning about many topics dur-
ing this third quarter of the school year. In sixth grade,
students wrapped up a unit solving ratio and rate prob-
lems using tape diagrams. Our next unit is about algebraic
thinking focusing on expressions and equations. In sci-
ence, students are learning about cells, both the history of
cells and the functions of cell parts. Seventh grade stu-
dents have been studying math expressions and will be
learning how to solve two-step equations. In science, they
finished investigating the cycles of the earth, moon, and
sun. Students observed what happens when light is shined
on the earth and moon, and how different things occur
like seasons, phases of the moon, tides, and eclipses. Next
they are going to create new creatures to fit into ecosys-
tems and biomes. Eighth grade math students wrapped up
a unit of systems of equations and now are learning about
functions and how numbers relate to each other. In sci-
ence, they studied genetics. Students separated DNA from
strawberries and created a monster, using probability to
determine dominant and recessive traits. Their next unit
will focus on force and motion.

Stefanie Relic
Middle School Math/Science

PRISON MINISTRY

Pen Pals Needed! Being busy and exhaust-
ed is not new. St. Paul told the Galatians
to not become weary in doing good. Do
you have an hour a month for our “serve
from home” ministry? Many inmates are
lonely and abandoned by friends and fami-
ly. As a pen pal you write anonymously
using a pen name and the parish address as
your return address. To learn more about this ministry and
discern if the Holy Spirit is calling you, contact George
Scherma at (440)465-8944 or gws263(@yahoo.com.

March 2, 2025
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Ash Wednesday, March 5th, and Good Friday, April 18th,
are days of abstinence from meat (for those who have
reached their fourteenth birthday) and also days of fast.
The day of fast is limited to one full meal and two small
meals (for those between the ages of 18 and 59). All Fri-
days of the season of Lent are days of abstinence from
meat. Fast and abstinence on the days prescribed should
be considered a minimum response to the Lord’s call to
penance and conversion. Prayer opportunities include
Children’s Stations of the Cross at 1:30 PM and Stations
of the Cross at 6PM on the following Fridays: March 7th,
March 14th, March 21st, March 28th, April 4th and April
11th. An almsgiving opportunity is to participate in Oper-
ation Rice Bowl.

2025 LENTEN CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:15pm

The following Tuesdays from 6-6:30PM:
March 11th, March 18th, March 25th, April 1st, and April
8th or by appointment

Diocesan-Wide Evening of Confession:
Wednesday, March 19th from 5-8PM

No scheduled confessions on Holy Thursday,
Good Friday & Holy Saturday

CRS RICE BOWL

JOIN US FOR CRS RICE BOWL’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY! CRS Rice Bowl is celebrating 50 years of help-
ing Catholic faith communities bring Lent to life and en-
counter God through our global family. During the 40
days of Lent, let us journey together through CRS Rice
Bowl to meet people in Nigeria, Guatemala, and Bangla-
desh who are rising about the challenges of hunger and
malnutrition. Pick up your rice bowl at any church en-
trance. Visit crsricebowl.org/join to share your Lenten
prayer intentions.

PALMS
We will NOT be collecting palms this year. To dispose of
your palms at home, you may bury them or burn them and
spread the ashes outside.

MARCH
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St. Thomas More Church

Brooklyn, OH 44144

PARISH PRAYER
O God, the Creator and giver of all things, bless this
parish. Strengthen our faith; grant us the spirit of sacri-
fice and service so that, with your grace, we may pro-
vide for the needs of our members, glorify You, and
sanctify ourselves. Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON: Emily Blaich
SECRETARY: Dawn Thomas

REGISTRATION

Persons who live within parish boundaries should be
properly registered. This includes all students in high
school and college. Register by calling the rectory or
fill out the new parishioner registration form on our
website. If you move out of the parish, please notify the
rectory.

BAPTISMS

Fourth Sunday of the Month. Time: TBD. Prior to
baptism of their first child, parents are required to at-
tend a Pre-Baptism class. Please call the rectory at 216-
749-0414 to schedule an interview.

MARRIAGES

Marriages should be arranged with a priest by calling
the rectory 8 months prior to the wedding date. Individ-
ual conferences, plus attendance at a pre-marriage pro-
gram, are required for proper preparation.

ST. LEO THE GREAT BUS TRIPS
RIVERS CASINO - Wednesday, April 9th
$45/person Casino Bonus: $20 slot play
Deadline: March 18th

HARTVILLE - Friday, May 16th
$76/person (lunch included) Deadline: Friday, April 25

MEADOWS CASINO - Tuesday, June 10th
Casino Bonus: $20 Slot Play
$47/person Deadline: Tuesday, May 20th

Please contact Sand Diaddario at 216-926-3123 to
make reservations and for additional information.

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO PRE-CANA
Saturday, March 22 10AM - 6PM
If you are preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Mar-
riage this year, Pre-Cana Day is meant for you!

Please see our website for complete details and to regis-
ter by March 8th:
Stcharlesonline.org/pre-cana-1

WEEKLY CONTENT GUIDE
First Reading:
Praise no one before he speaks, for it is then that people
are tested. (Sir 27:7)
Psalm:
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. (Ps 92)
Second Reading:
But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 15:57)
Gospel:
“A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart
produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil
produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the
mouth speaks.” (Lk 6:45)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998,
1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lec-
tionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

©LPi

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 2, 2025

Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 (see
2a)/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45

Monday: Sir 17:20-24/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 10:17
=27

Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14 and 23/
Mk 10:28-31

Wednesday: JI 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14
and 17/2 Cor 5:20-6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22
-25

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt
9:14-15

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-
32

Next Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-
15 (see 5Sb)/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13

©LP1i

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the faith community of St. Thomas More, a Roman
Catholic Church in Brooklyn, Ohio, are centered in the
celebration of the Eucharist. By following the actions
and teachings of Jesus Christ under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we strive to build God’s kingdom.
We seek to:
< Celebrate God’s presence in the Eucharist, his
work, and the community.
Pass on our faith and tradition.
Strengthen, love, and support all of God’s people.
Nurture our gifts and share them with others.
Invite and welcome all who are in need of God.
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