
STAY CONNECTED STAY CONNECTED 



ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH            BROOKLYN, OH 44144

SATURDAY, MARCH 4 -
    VIGIL
    4:30 PM - Bishop David O'Connell & Violence Victims
SUNDAY, MARCH 5 -
    SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
    9:00 AM - Deceased Bishops & Priests of the Diocese
  11:00 AM - People of the Parish
MONDAY, MARCH 6 - 
    LENTEN WEEKDAY
    8:15 AM - Leigh Grombol
TUESDAY, MARCH 7 - 
    SS. PERPETUA & FELICITY
    6:45 PM - Andrew Trujillo
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 -
    ST. JOHN OF GOD
    8:15 AM - Richard Stropki
THURSDAY, MARCH 9 -
    ST. FRANCES OF ROME
FRIDAY, MARCH 10 -
    LENTEN WEEKDAY
    8:15 AM - Carol Dougan
SATURDAY, MARCH 11  -
    LENTEN WEEKDAY
    8:15 AM - Patricia Klemanek
    4:30 PM - People of the Parish
SUNDAY, MARCH 12 -
    THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
   *9:00 AM - Kellie Radford
   11:00 AM - Poor of the World
*Mass of Remembrance

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS
Collection for February 26th .......................... $3,422.00
Faith Direct as of 2/15 ..................................... $2,130.00
Maintenance ................................................... $2,143.00
Faith Direct Maintenance .................................. $510.00
Student's Weekly Offering (22 Envelopes) ......... $90.50

Thank you and God bless you for your generosity.

FAITH DIRECT
Enroll online at faith.direct/OH684. Have questions? 
Please email info@faithdirect.net or call toll free
1-866-507-8757.

Monday, March 6  
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM  Basketball Practice - Gym
Tuesday, March 7
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM  Breakfast with the Word - Rectory
5:30 PM - 9:00 PM  Basketball Practice - Gym
6:30 PM - 7:45 PM  PSR - School
Wednesday, March 8
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM  Cheerleading Practice - Gym
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM Diocesan Evening of Confession -
    Church
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Basketball Practice - Gym
7:00 PM - Choir Practice - Church
Thursday, March 9
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM Basketball Practice - Gym
6:45 PM - 8:00 PM    Cub Scouts - Utopia Hall
Friday, March 10  NO SCHOOL
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration - Church
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Confessions - Church
6:00 PM Stations of the Cross - Church
Saturday, March 11  Utopia Rental
Rosary before Mass
Sunday, March 12
Rosary before both Masses
2:30 PM - 3:45 PM Book Study - Church

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON: Emily Blaich SECRETARY: Dawn Thomas

REGISTRATION
Persons who live within parish boundaries should be 
properly registered. This includes all students in high 
school and college. Register on the website or by calling the 
rectory. If you move out of the area, please notify the 
rectory. 

BAPTISMS 
Sunday: 12:30PM or during any weekend liturgy. Prior to 
baptism of their first child, parents are required to attend a 
Pre-Baptism class. Please call the rectory at 216-749-0414 
to schedule an interview.

MARRIAGES
Should be arranged with a priest by calling the rectory 8 
months prior to the wedding date. Individual conferences, 
plus attendance at a pre-marriage program, are required 
for proper preparation.



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                                         MARCH 5, 2023
FROM THE CORNER OFFICE

 We are moving forward in our Lenten journey, and like Abram in this First Reading from the Book of Genesis, God leads 
Abram and his household to a foreign land.  We are also asked by the Holy Spirit to come out of our comfort zone.  
Hopefully, we are looking to grow in our faith.  In the Responsorial Psalm, we ask for the Lord’s mercy as we place our 
trust in the Lord.  This Letter of St. Paul to Timothy has St. Paul encouraging him to share the hardships of living the 
gospel with the strength of the Holy Spirit, as it comes from God.  Jesus has called all of us to be holy, and gave us that 
grace to do so before the start of time.  The Gospel of Matthew takes both the action of leading us out of our comfort zone 
and with the grace that St. Paul speaks of to see and take a quick glimpse of the glory of God!  This passage is from 
Matthew and echoes the passage from the Gospel of Mark which we just read two weeks ago during the weekday Masses.  
Would you think that Peter, James and John were pushed outside of their comfort zone at all?  Continuing our Lenten 
journey, let’s take the time to “Rediscover” our faith and relationship with the each other, the saints & Saints, Holy Spirit, 
Jesus and our God.

Fr. Mike

From the Pastor’s Desk:
 The end of another season of CYO sports has brought us to a point of growth and stepping-off.  We have to take the time 

to thank Jeff Stutzman for his years of assisting and leading the sports program for our youth.  The transition to a new 
pastor, at a time of the pandemic was challenging to say the least, but the program actually grew with more student- 
athletes engaged in the program.  The program is moving forward, as it still continues to grow.  The hope will be to 
continue with the parents growing in their involvement and engagement.  The stepping-off will be the taking on the 
leadership role of the Athletic Director to Mark Butler, as a lifelong parishioner and simple “sports-nut”.  He will be 
surrounded by a great group of helpers who are all interested in helping the student-athletes grow as young adults in 
sportsmanship and in their faith.  Yes, the sports program is (besides sport) meant to help the athletes and their parents 
grow in their faith, as a community, team, and family.

Thank you to all of our coaches, directors, and volunteers!

VOCATION CORNER
Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament

 Please visit incarnatewordorder.org to learn more about 
their story and to meet the Sisters. Please keep the 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word and all those discerning a 
vocation in your prayers as we continue to pray for 
vocations. To let them know that they are in your 
thoughts and prayers, send a card to 6618 Pearl Road, 
Parma Heights, 44130.

PARISH PRAYER
O God, the Creator and giver of all things, bless this 
parish. Strengthen our faith; grant us the spirit of 
sacrifice and service so that, with your grace, we may 
provide for the needs of our members, glorify you, and 
sanctify ourselves. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

BOOK AND VIDEO SERIES
Just a reminder, the book and video discussions continue 
on Sundays from 2:30-3:45 pm in the church until Palm 
Sunday. All are welcome!

TRAVELING MADONNA
This week the statue is at the home of

Christine McGann.
Please continue to pray for our host families as they share 
their home with our Traveling Madonna. Remember to send 
in any pictures that you take to the rectory. Please call the 
rectory to sign-up to host the Traveling Madonna in 2023.

The statue can be picked up from the Music Office in the 
church after Mass on Saturday or Sunday, but must be 
returned by the following Saturday to the Music Office by 
4pm.

SAINT QUOTE
“With outstretched arms Jesus begs us to turn toward Him, to 
weep for our sins and to become the servants of love, first for 
ourselves, then for our neighbors. Just as water extinguishes a 
fire, so love wipes away sin."

St. John of God (1495-1550),
Patron of Booksellers,

Feast Day: March 8th
(Bulletin Quote provided by AZ Quotes; www.azquotes.com)
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Melissa Ali, Theodore Antrum, Mark Banasik, Terri 
Baranich, Carol Bauchens, Albert Becerra, Robert Bishop, 
Robert Bonus, Jr., Barbara Bridle, Avianna Burgos, Eric 
Butler, Janet Call, Jeremy Cheetham, Rosemary Cimino, 
Noelle, Brian & Dylan Clark, Rick D'Ambrosio, Elizabeth 
DeLeon, Darrin Demetro, Jr., Diana & Greg Downes, 
Sharon Erich, Tom Erich, Patricia Foerster, Norma 
Gademer, Ken Galaida, Ruth Giaco, Alex Gordon, Sr. 
Carole Anne Griswold, HM,  John Hearn, Bobby Hengoed, 
Doris Kaczmarek,Francine Kawentel, Jesse Kazimer, Tom 
Knippenberg, Melissa Korhely, Jessica Kuhar, Raymond 
Kuhar, Charles & Helen Kuhel, Martha & George Kysil, 
Babs Lowe, Madonna, Scott & Family, Jane McClure, 
Katie McNally, Sandy Meade, Vinny Mercurio, Dan Misch, 
John Misch, Kathy Mitchell, Rafaela Morales, Josalynn 
Murray, Joan O'Neil, Kaitlyn Oatridge, Jean Palumbo, 
Jim Palumbo, Jodi Palumbo, Pam Palumbo, Pat 
Palumbo, Peggy Palumbo, Augustus Petersen, JoAnn 
Pietrasz, Nancy Prosser,  Monica Puleo, Elizabeth Ray, 
Paula Ritter, Marty Rose, Marlene Sadowski, Mike 
Sekerak, Brigitte Seuffert, Alexis Simecek, Renate Sliwka, 
Elaine Smet, Mary Sparks, Special Intention, Jennifer 
Stancato, Jane Szoke, Pam Tapocsi, Anthony Tedesco, 
Lillian Tuma, Joy Turner, Julianna Turner, Wayne, Leroy 
Werley, Patricia Werley, Nancy Williams, Skipper Wilmot, 
Betty Wozniak and Marian Zawadzki.
Please call the rectory by noon on Monday to add a 
name to the list.

IN REMEMBRANCE
Please remember Michael DeCesare, Donald Hangauer, 
Melinda Kardos, Ryan Lingenfelter, Lawrence N. Previte 
(father of Rev. Joe Previte) and Henry Pepera in your 
prayers. God grant them eternal rest.

PRE-PLAN FUNERAL INFORMATION
If you are interested in planning your own funeral Mass, 
please contact the rectory and one of the members of 
the Ministry of Consolation will contact you to set up a 
convenient time to meet. Pre-Planning has many 
advantages. You are able to select your favorite readings 
and songs for your Mass. It also takes a lot of stress away 
from your loved ones.

ROSARY
Members of the Parish Pastoral Council will lead us in the 
rosary one half hour before all Masses next weekend 
(March 11th & 12th). Please come early and join us!

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!
We recently registered the following at St. Thomas More 

during the month of February – 
Andrew Kalka ◊ Mark & Marcella Jasinski  ◊ Veronica 

Johnovich ◊ Adam, Alexander and Andrew Bruncak ◊ 
Kimberly & Kadam Szypulski and Taylor & Chelsea Chmel. 

Welcome to you!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Jeff Stutzman, as he is formally admitted 
into the ministry of lector by Bishop Malesic. We continue to 
keep Jeff and his family in our prayers as he continues his 
diaconate formation.

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations and welcome Rylee Mae Hunt who was 
baptized on February 26th. God bless you!

WOMEN'S GUILD
All members  of the Women's Guild are welcome to attend 
our meeting on Tuesday, March 14th at 11:30am in Utopia 
Hall. Our guest speaker is Sr. Mary Ann Spangler and the 
topic is "Lent: Choices of the Heart." A "lite" lunch will be 
served. $5.00 unwrapped door prizes is welcome. Please join 
us!

SPECIAL COLLECTION
Today, our parish will take up the 139th annual National 

Black and Indian Mission Collection. Our support of this 
collection helps build the Church in African American, Native 
American, and Alaska Native communities from coast to 
coast. Schools, parish religious education programs, and 
diocesan ministries depend on your generosity to help them 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ! You can meet unmet 
needs with generous contribution today. Thank you for your 
support.

LADIES' LENTEN RETREAT
St. Adalbert Church (Father Keller Center, 66 Adalbert Street, 
Berea, 44017) will present their Ladies' Lenten Retreat - 
MARTHA'S DAY OUT on Monday, March 27th from 8am - 3pm. 
Check-in begins at 8am and includes continental breakfast. 
Program begins at 9am. Catered luncheon will be served. 
Program includes presentation by keynote speaker; the 
Stations of the Cross; Reconciliation; the Rosary and 
concludes with celebration of the Mass and Eucharist.
Cost is $22.00. Make checks payable to St. Adalbert 
Sanctuary Guild and mail to Martha's Day Out, 66 Adalbert 
St., Berea, OH 44017. Please include your name, phone 
number and name of your parish. To register by phone, 
please call 440-234-3443. (Diocese of Cleveland  COVID will 
be implemented.)
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ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL

Although the 8th graders are getting excited for the end of 
the school year, they are still trying to stay committed to 
being focused on their academics. We have recently started 
reading the impactful play, A Raisin in the Sun. The students 
are gaining a deeper understanding of what it was like to live 
in the segregation culture of the 1950s and why it is 
important for us to learn from the experiences of that time. 
They are also exploring the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in religion 
class and finding ways to share those gifts with others.
Meanwhile, the seventh graders have been diving into the 
parables and miracles of Jesus in religion class. They are 
also immersing themselves in the experiences of the 
Greasers (and Socs) in the novel, The Outsiders.
The unexpected cliffhanger to wrap up the novel, Ghost by 
Jason Reynolds, had the sixth graders dropping their jaws, 
but it did not ultimately take away from the bigger messages 
of “believing in yourself” and “embracing second chances.” 
The Israelites were no strangers to second chances, either, 
and the sixth grade class has been journeying with Moses 
and the Chosen People as they escaped into the desert to 
receive God’s Law.
We have also recently welcomed two Baldwin Wallace 
student teaching students, Miss Glancy and Mr. Connor, into 
our reading classes! They will be observing class activities, 
teaching lessons, and creating assessments throughout this 
month.

Mrs. Elizabeth Petit
8th Grade Homeroom 
Middle School Teacher - Reading/Religion

SCHOOL CHOICE
There is currently outstanding momentum in Ohio in favor 
of school choice as the legislature crafts the state budget for 
the next 2 years. The Governor proposed expanding 
EdChoice to 400% of the federal poverty level (about 
$120,000/year for a family of 4), and both the Senate and 
House have proposals to provide scholarships of the same 
amounts ($5,500 K-8 and $7,500 9-12) to EVERY Ohioan. It's 
time to let our voices be heard - especially the voices of 
Catholic school parents.
On 2/28, 3/7, and potentially 3/14, the Senate will hear 
testimony on SB11, which would make every Ohioan eligible 
for EdChoice. We are helping the Catholic Conference of 
Ohio invite parents who are willing to tell their story - either 
in written testimony or, for those willing to travel, to deliver 
in-person at the Statehouse in Columbus for 3pm Senate 
Committee hearings.
Because the theme is universal parental school choice, 
we're looking for any people passionate about WHY they 
chose their Catholic school, regardless of whether or not 
they are currently on state scholarships.

FROM THE DESK OF SISTER JANE…
As Fr. Mike told us, try making Lent a season of additions 
rather than subtractions.  I have seen this in all of my 
ministries all year round. It has been a whole year since 
our “Breakfast with the Word” began on Tuesday 
morning.  With no rewards or punishments, the group has 
faithfully met every week to reflect on the readings for the 
coming Sunday Mass. The group claims that this helps 
them to understand the readings better and are more 
attentive to the homily.
Ministers of Prayer and Praise continue to pray for the 
needs of our Church and Society. We thank them for being 
such powerhouses of prayer. March Newsletters were 
emailed or send out last week. Knowing this group, they 
will definitely “up” the praying.
We have added Avenue of Brooklyn to our visits since the 
number of residents is growing.  Brooklyn Pointe visit is 
Wednesday afternoon and the Avenue is Monday 
morning.  This group definitely gives witness to kindness.  
They can no longer do all the things they use to, but they 
now give their love to God and others in a much deeper 
way.
I see lots of “addictions” with those who help in the 
sacramental programs.  Terri Sozio gives so generously of 
herself in organizing and preparing our young people for 
Confirmation, First Communion, and Reconciliation. I 
enjoy working with those catechists who assist her in 
getting them ready:  Mrs. Graziano and Mrs. Carnivale for 
work with Grade 2; and Mr. Rini, Mrs. Blaich, and Mrs. 
Roberts for Confirmation certainly add to making this one 
of the Parish’s priorities.
Lastly, the visits to our parishioners continues. Round and 
round she goes. Where she “stops,” some will know.  There 
hasn’t been one visit that was not delightful.  Thank you 
for welcoming me into your homes.

HOLY CROSS PRE-PLANNING SEMINAR
The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to attend 
a 1-hour pre-planning seminar on Saturday, March 11th at 
1pm. Please join us to learn more about your Catholic 
burial options, including options for cremated remains. 
Attendees will receive a personal reference guide and 
savings certificate. We kindly ask that you RSVP to this 
event at Holy Cross Cemetery by calling 216-641-7575 ext. 
3 or email Bob DeJohn at bdejohn@clecem.org.

THEOLOGY ON THE ROCKS WEST - ADULTS 40 & OVER
Join us on Monday, March 13th at Copper Cup (Ironwood 
Cafe) at 688 Dover Center in Westlake. Cos is $15/person 
which includes light appetizers & refreshments. Purchase 
tickets at www.theologyontherocks.wixsite.com/west. 
Doors open at 6:30pm and the program begins at 7pm. 
This month's speaker is Fr. Kevin Klonowski.
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WEEKLY CONTENT

First Reading:
I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. (Gn 
12:2)
Psalm:
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
(Ps 33)
Second Reading:
Bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength 
that comes from God. He saved us and called us to a holy 
life. (2 Tm 1:8-9)
Gospel:
Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun. (Mt 
17:1-2)
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 
CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved.
©LPi

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 5, 2023
Sunday:     Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 (22)/2 Tm 1:8b-

 10/Mt 17:1-9
Monday:    Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday:    Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 

 23:1-12 
Wednesday:    Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 20:17-28
Thursday:    Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31
Friday:        Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-

 21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday:    Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Lk 

 15:1-3, 11-32
Next Sunday:    Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/Rom 5:1-2, 5-

 8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42
©LPi

Good Friday, April 7th, is a day of abstinence from meat 
(for those who have reached their fourteenth birthday) 
and also days of fast. The day of fast is limited to one full 
meal and two small meals (for those between the ages of 
18 and 59). All Fridays of the season of Lent are days of 
abstinence from meat. Fast and abstinence on the days 
prescribed should be considered a minimum response to 
the Lord's call to penance and conversion. Prayer 
opportunities include Eucharistic Adoration from 5-6pm 
and Stations of the Cross on the following Friday evenings 
at 6pm: March 10th, March 24th and March 31st. An 
almsgiving opportunity is to participate in Operation Rice 
Bowl. 

2023 LENTEN CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturdays from 3:30-4:15 pm

The following Fridays from 5:00-6:00 pm
 March 10th and March 24th or by appointment

Diocesan-Wide Evening of Confession:
Wednesday, March 8th 5:00-8:00 pm

No scheduled confessions on Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday & Holy Saturday

CRS RICE BOWL
Perseverance to Succeed - Raul and Lilian have faced 
many challenges while trying to provide for their family 
and pursue their dreams in Guatemala. With support from 
Catholic Relief Services, they have been able to overcome 
these obstacles and grow their business while helping 
their community along the way. In what ways are you 
being challenged to serve others this Lent? Visit 
crsricebowl.org to learn more.

LENTEN FISH FRYS
 To find a complete listing of local fish frys, please visit
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/lent/fish-fry

LENTEN MISSION
For our Lenten Mission this year, Fr. Bob Cole will be 
coming to our parish on Monday, March 13th and 
Tuesday, March 14th. He will reflect each evening on 
some of the questions Jesus posed to the people who 
listened to Him in his day and show how those same 
questions are directed to us as well. Make this a special 
Lent by helping yourself grow into a deeper appreciation 
of Jesus and the meaning of your faith.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the faith community of St. Thomas More, a Roman 
Catholic Church in Brooklyn, Ohio, are centered in the 
celebration of the Eucharist. By following the actions and 
teachings of Jesus Christ under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we strive to build God's kingdom.
We seek to:
    Celebrate God's presence in the Eucharist, his work
          and the community. 
    Pass on our faith and tradition.
    Strengthen, love and support all of God's people
    Nurture our gifts and share them with others.
    Invite and welcome all who are in need of God.




