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Join our email list at stmparish.net/email

Mass Times Parish Staff
Weekend Rev. John J. Schneider
Saturday - 4:30pm Pastor

Sunday - 9am & 11am
Rev. Donald E. Snyder

Weekdays Retired, In Residence
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday - 8:15am
Tuesday - 6:45pm Sr. Jane Reisinger, SND

No Mass on Thursday Pastoral Associate

Holy Days Mitch Cupach
Eve - TBD Business Manager

Holy Days - 8:15am, 11:15am & 6:45pm Ay a—

Confessions Uiicaiianager

Saturday - 3:30pm until 4:15pm John Mastandrea

Development
Rectory Hours
Monday - Friday - 9am-3pm Terri Sozio
(The rectory is closed for lunch from 1-1:30pm) Religious Education

St. Thomas More School
PreSchool thru 8th Grade

Meg Cosgriff - Principal
216-749-1660 | stmschool.com




St. Thomas More Church Brooklyn, OH 44144
| Mass Infenfions' 2 7hiS WEEK AT 0UR PARISH

VIGIL
4:30 PM - People of the Parish
SUNDAY, MAY 11 -
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
*9:00 AM - Beverly Madzia
11:00 AM - Mother’s Day Enrollment
MONDAY, MAY 12 -
SS. NEREUS, ACHILLEUS & PANCRAS
8:15 AM - Living & Deceased Members of the
Sfiscko Family
TUESDAY, MAY 13 -
OUR LADY OF FATIMA
6:45 PM - Mathew & Pearl Colonna
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14 —
ST. MATTHIAS
8:15 AM - Johnny Kazimer - Student Liturgy
THURSDAY, MAY 15 -
ST. ISIDORE
FRIDAY, MAY 16 -
EASTER WEEKDAY
8:15 AM - Donald Marks
SATURDAY, MAY 17 —
EASTER WEEKDAY
8:15 AM - Tlacil & Poole Families
*4:30 PM - Reva Howell
SUNDAY, MAY 18 -
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
*9:00 AM - Beverly Madzia
11:00 AM - Mother’s Day Enrollment
*Mass of Remembrance

Financial Blessings

Collection for May 4th ......................... $4,280.00
MaintenancCe .........o.eeeeeeeeneeaeennennn.n. $1,950.00
Student’s Weekly Offering (13 Envelopes) ..... $99.00

Thank you and God bless you for your generosity.

Enroll online at faith.direct/OH684. Have questions?
Please email info@faithdirect.net or call toll free 1-
866-507-8757.

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Grade 3 VB Practice - Gym

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Grades 4/5 VB Practice - Gym

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Drop-In - Gym

Tuesday, May 13

9:30 AM Praying the Sunday Readings - Rectory

11:30 AM Women’s Guild Meeting - Utopia Hall

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Grades 7/8 VB Practice - Gym

6:00 PM Spring Band Concert - Utopia Hall

6:30 PM - 7:45 PM PSR Mass - Church

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Grade 6 VB Practice - Gym

7:30 PM May Crowning - Church

Wednesday, May 14

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Grade 3 VB Practice - Gym

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Grade 2 VB Practice - Gym

Thursday, May 15

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Grades 7/8 VB Practice - Gym

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Grades 4/5 VB Practice - Gym

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Drop In - Gym

Friday, May 16

10:00 AM Preschool Red Carpet Ceremony

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Grade 2 VB Practice - Gym

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Grade 6 VB Practice - Gym

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 8th Grade Social - Utopia Hall

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Drop-In - Gym

Saturday, May 17 Utopia Rental

Spring Sports Banquet

Sunday, May 18

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Summer of Fun Kick-Off -
Utopia Hall

2025 ST. THOMAS MORE FESTIVAL

On Sunday, June 22nd, the parish will have a celebra-
tion of our patron saint, St. Thomas More. The day will
be filled with food, entertainment and family activities.
Tickets are available at all church entrances. Tickets for
our $10,000 raffle are $5.00 each (8 tickets to a sheet).
Tickets can be dropped into the collection basket or at
the rectory.

Congratulations to John Curtin who won the first week’s
drawing for $100. Remember, there is a $100 drawing
every week in May!

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS

If you are interested in helping at this year’s festival,
please call the rectory. Our biggest need for volunteers
is for the set up on Saturday, June 21st and the clean up
after the festival.

Donations - Thank you for all of the donations that have
been coming in. Our next item that we will be collecting
is Gift Cards!




Fourth Sunday of Easter May 11, 2025

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
The Lord be with you. I need to give an extended update on the playground. The news is not good, and it will likely upset a
number of people. Unfortunately, the playground cannot be completed and will need to be removed. Earlier this week I gave
the news in detail, but I want everyone to know what happened and why the playground is neither safe nor completable.

During the WeGiveCatholic campaign of 2023, St. Thomas More raised $46,687 for a playground. Although that seems like
more than enough money, it was not. In fact, the bids obtained in early 2024 for a playground that had play areas for all ages
were in excess of $70,000. Faced with this shortfall a compromise was sought by the parish staff. Ultimately, your former
pastor decided to obtain part of a playground from Brook Park.

When he made that decision, Fr. Feldtz had an obligation to obtain the bishop's permission for the expenditure of funds in
excess of $25,000. He declined to do so. He further declined to obtain a contract, scope of work, or schedule of payments
with the vendor he chose. Instead, he received a verbal promise and a verbal contract that the work would be done.

When Fr. Bline became your administrator, he should have reviewed this project. He did not, and the project proceeded as
per Fr. Feldtz's verbal understanding, which was essentially the best judgment of the vendor. I am not blaming either priest
here; nor am I blaming the vendor here. I am making it clear that the project was not overseen in a prudent manner.

After being at the parish for a few weeks, I asked for the paperwork for the playground expecting to get a contract. Instead, |
was given payments to the vendor with "playground" as the only description. Further investigation revealed that the parish
had not followed standard procedures. I then consulted with the Legal and Finance Offices of the Diocese. We agreed that
the project would be paused till a contract and schedule of payments were created with the vendor.

The vendor reacted poorly to this development; no contract and no schedule of payments would be forthcoming. The vendor,
in fact, threatened suit against us for temporarily withholding payment for work already done. We settled accounts with that
vendor and the subcontractors that were owed monies for this project. When all monies were dispersed, over $54,000 had
been spent.

Over the winter we had the playground examined by both a professional playground installer and a company that had recent-
ly moved and installed a used playground. In their professional opinions the playground at St. Thomas More is unsafe, in-
complete, and it cannot be brought to a state where it would be safe for children to play on it. I fully agree with these assess-
ments and would highlight the following defects:

1. the footers were poured by hand and are already cracking

2. several of the play areas are badly damaged and need significant repair to be safe
3. non standard parts were used when original pieces did not work

4. the play areas are not properly spaced and cannot be certified

That last point needs explanation. Each piece of a playground is really a play area with its own distinct mechanics. The state
requires that the equipment have enough room between play areas so that the children are spaced out in a safe manner. Since
our playground was built from parts and portions of another playground, the relevant play areas interfere with each other.

When the playground has been removed, we will get bids for a new playground and start the process over. I cannot offer a
timeline for that, but we will keep the parish informed about what is happening. I know that a lot of work and money went
into this project, but the safety of our children must be our priority. I would ask that anyone who has further questions con-
tact me directly at the rectory.

In His Sacred Heart,

Fr. John
TRAVELING MADONNA SAINT QUOTE
This week the statue is at the home of: “Meditate well on this: Seek God above all things. It is right
Martin & Yael Timock. for you to seek God before and above everything else, be-

cause the majesty of God wishes you to receive what you
Please continue to pray for our host families as they share  ask for. This will also make you more ready to serve God
their home with our Traveling Madonna. Remember, if you  and will enable you to love him more perfectly.”

take any pictures, send them into the rectory. Please call the St. Pascal Baylon (1540-1592),
rectory to sign-up to host the Traveling Madonna in Patron of Eucharistic Congresses,
2025. Feast Day: May 17

(Bulletin Quote provided by AZ Quotes; www.azquotes.com)
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Baby Elijah, Domenica Basich, Albert Becerra, Barbara
Behlke, Michael Bogucki, Robert Bonus, Jr., Donna Boryk,
Dennis Bunday, Avianna Burgos, Nancy Butler, Michael
C., John Callahan, Tracey Carlisle & Toni, Lisa Cwalinski,
Carole Deighton, Rosie Delesus, Christine DeMarco, Diana
& Greg Downes, Sharon Erich, Tom Erich, Dave Finohr,
Patricia Foerster, Edward Frantz, Norma Gademer, Ken
Galaida, Judy Gallagher, Kevin T. Gallagher, Monica
Gribb, Joanne Hallick, Sara Hardy, Ruth Hargis, Mary Beth
Hayet, John Hearn, Bobby Hengoed, Eddie Hengoed, Jr.,
Ed & Dianne Hlavacek, Michel Howe, Michael Jackiewicz,
Bryan Jaworski, Francine Kawentel, Jesse Kazimer, Freddy
Kinsey, Betty Konopka, Melissa Korhely, Al Lada, Laura &
Ashley, Joe Lawrence, Joyce Lewarchick, Richard Lewis,
Lucy Magyar, Luigi Mangione, Dale Mathews & family,
Jane McClure, Rev. Joseph McNulty, Dreama Mecklen-
burg, Sandra Mellon, Richard Mendez, Vinny Mercurio,
Gail Michal, Dan Misch, Rafaela Morales, Josalynn Mur-
ray, Maryann Nicholas, Lyndsey P., Jack Palumbo, Jean
Palumbo, Jim Palumbo, Jodi Palumbo, Pat Palumbo, Peggy
Palumbo, Kenny Parks, Tino Perez, Betty (Gruntkowski)
Popow, Dawn Patel, Ronald Patten, Marsha Pietrasz, Vinny
Rini, Paula Ritter, Lizzette Mendez Romain, Janet Sekerak,
Mike Sekerak, Susan Sidley, Elaine Smet, Bill Smith, Mary
Sparks, Special Intention, Michael Spring, Margie & Don
Spritz & family, Jennifer Stancato, Gerri Strodtbeck, Sean
Szill, Joy Turner, Julianna Turner, Joanne Uhl, Sam Urban,
Tom Wenderoth, Leroy & Patricia Werley, Norma
Westrick, Jan Woytek, Kathy Yomack & family, Ron
Young, Marian Zawadzki & Phyllis Zindroski.

GARDENS
If you are interested in volunteering to help take care of one
of the gardening areas around the campus, please call the
rectory.

IN REMEMBRANCE

Please remember in your prayers Reva Howell and
Sean Whitlock. God grant them eternal rest.

FIRST COMMUNION
Congratulations to our First Communicants who received the
Lord for the first time this Saturday, May 10th!

WOMEN’S GUILD
We will have a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 13th in
Utopia Hall at 11:30AM. We will hold our annual May
Crowning, so please bring your rosary and flowers for Mary.
Pastry, coffee, and tea will be served. Hope you can join us.

CALLED BY THE SPIRIT RETREAT

You are Gifted by the Holy Spirit: you were given spir-
itual gifts by God at your Baptism to use your entire
life. You have been called as a disciple of Jesus Christ
and to use these gifts to tell the story of what Jesus has
done, is doing, and will do in heaven and earth. You are
called to participate in the life of the Church and to use
these gifts in communion with one another to build up
the Kingdom of God, and to personally witness the
love, mercy, and grace of Jesus Christ. Come and dis-
cover or rediscover those spiritual gifts! Learn which
ones are present in your life, and in the life of our
Church. Join us for the Called by the Spirit Gift Dis-
cernment Retreat led by the Diocese of Cleveland’s Di-
rector of Missionary Discipleship, Christy Cabaniss on
Saturday, June 7, 2025, in the St. I[gnatius of Antioch
Parish School Gymnasium. 10205 Lorain Ave., Cleve-
land, Ohio 44111. The cost of this event is $10.00 per
person. Registration is required. To register, please call
the Parish Office at 216-251-0300, or email Develop-
ment(@sioaparish.org.

WEEKEND MINISTRY SCHEDULE

May 17/18
MASS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTORS SERVERS CELEBRANT
4:30 PM  *Terri Cottos Steve Cottos Emma Wright Rev. John Schneider
David Marks Stephanie Liebert Blake Liebert
Denise Puening
Nina Ferguson
9:00 AM  *Jessica Noga Mary Lou LoBue Aubrey Rankin Rev. Don Snyder
Jennifer Mladineo Jaclene Zauszniewski Parker Redloske
Vern Recker
Bonnie Kaznoch
11:00 AM  *Madelyn Koranda Patty Riegling Danny Coughlin Rev. John Schneider
Bernie Barker Barbara Kish Alexia Torres
Heather Miksch

Linda Rafferty



Fourth Sunday of Easter
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ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL

Honoring Our Teachers in Faith: Teacher Appreciation
Week at St. Thomas More School

During the beautiful month of May, as we honor Mary, our
Blessed Mother, we also take time to recognize the incredi-
ble educators at St. Thomas More School during Teacher
Appreciation Week. Just as Mary said “Yes” to God’s call
with humility and love, our teachers say “Yes” each day to
the sacred mission of Catholic education.

Our teachers are more than educators - they are faith leaders,
role models, and compassionate guides who help form stu-
dents not only academically, but spiritually. Rooted in Gos-
pel values and inspired by the witness of our patron, St.
Thomas More, they lead with integrity, strength, and joy.

As we reflect on Mary’s example of devotion and service,
we give thanks for the many ways our teachers nurture
young minds and hearts in Christ. We pray that our Blessed
Mother continues to watch over and guide them in their vo-
cation.

May God bless our teachers this week and always!

Mrs. Sarah Schultz
Early Childhood Director
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IS THE MORAL LAW A BURDEN?
OR DOES IT SET US FREE?

Sometimes God's Moral Law seems like a barrier-placed in
our path to keep us from achieving our deepest desires. But
can that be right? Or does true discipleship lead us to greater
fulfillment?

St. Mary Church in Berea invites you to join leading Catholic
moral theologian Fr. Joseph Koopman for a presentation on
Catholic Moral reasoning. The Moral Law is most certainly not
opposed to human freedom and happiness.

THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2025
7:00 TO 8:00 P.M.

ST. MARY CHURCH
250 KRAFT STREET IN BEREA

Ordained in 2001, Fr. Koopman is
a professor of moral theology at
Saint Mary Seminary and Graduate School

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
MAY CROWNING
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TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025
ROSARY 615 PM
LITURGY 6:45 PM
CROWNING 715 PM

CROWNING OF THE BLESSED MOTHER IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING THE LITURGY
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING FLOWERS FOR THE MAY ALTAR

MAY CROWNING
FIRST COMMUNICANTS - All First Communicants are
invited to process in the May Crowning on May 13th. Please
meet in the main vestibule after Mass and do not forget to
wear your First Communion clothes.

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS
Heavenly Father,
from the beginning you have chosen to entrust
the human person to mothers in a special way.
We thank and praise you for the gift of mothers;
for their tenderness, care, and compassion,
for their intuition and encouragement,
for commitment and sacrifice.
Bless all mothers this day.
Keep, strengthen, and refresh them
in your loving care.
May they be blessed by our
open-hearted love and gratitude.
Amen. OLPi
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OFFICE OF CATECHETICAL SERVICES
Please be generous and support the collection to support the
Catechetical Ministries of the Office of Catechetical For-
mation and Education. Thank you in advance for your gener-
osity.

THE POPE’S MONTHLY INTENTIONS
Each year, the Holy Father asks for your prayers for a specif-
ic intention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy
Father’s request and to join with many people worldwide in
praying for this intention this month:

For working conditions - Let us pray that through work,
each person might find fulfilment, families might be sus-
tained in dignity, and that society might be humanized.

More Church

World Day of Prayer

for Vocations |

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
World Day of Prayer for Vocations - Sunday, May 11
Dear Lord, How lovely are your ways!
Guide each of us closer to your will. Pour your courage into
those you are calling to the vocations of married, religious,
consecrated, and single life. Help them to respond boldly,
and with trust in your provision. Amen. ©OLPi

S0TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS
Anyone married in 1975 is invited to the 50th Wedding An-
niversary Jubilee Mass on Sunday, June 29th at 2pm at the
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist. There is no registration
for the event. To request a special certificate, visit dio-
ceseofcleveland.org under Offices - Parish Life - Marriage &
Family Ministry.

SEMINARIANS OF THE MONTH
Our seminarians of the month are (I-r) Dc. Christopher Cotone, Dc. Kyle Rosser,
Dc. James Hawkins, Dc. Jeffrey Lindholm, Dc. James Parisi, Dc. Ryan Arto,
Dec. Brian Peters, and Dc. Anthony Donatelli.

They will be ordained on Saturday, May 17th at 10am at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist.
Please keep them and all seminarians in your prayers, as we continue to pray for vocations.
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Please feel free to let them know they are in your thoughts and prayers by sending cards to them
at St. Mary Seminary 28700 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe OH 44092.

You may view the online broadcast at www.dioceseofcleveland.org
as well as on the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland Facebook page.
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